Vowels

The symbols used for vowels are mainly i, e, €, &, o, a, u, o and o. These nine vowel
symbols and combinations of them and the final consonants y and w are used to stand for
Thai vowel sounds in this book. When the above nine vowels are written alone, they
represent short vowels. However, when they are combined with the same vowel symbols,
they represent longer vowels. For example, /ii/ is pronounced in the same way as /i/ but it
is pronounced longer than /i/. Some vowel sounds when combined with final consonant
sounds are hard for the leamer to produce. Therefore, combinations of such vowels and
consonants are given as sound patterns in the chart below to make it easier for the leamer

to recognize the sounds when s/he sees such pattems in the texts.

Symbols Yowel English words Thai words Thai Meanings
for Thai sounds in that contain that contain words
vowel Thai similar vowel the given
sounds sounds sounds
a e fun fin A dream
aa 0 far nia 1 face
i B sit phit fin wrong
i g see thii f at
u 8 - nin wily one
ul bE) - mut ) hand
u 7 book khun o you
uu ? do hiiu Y ear
e 0y pet cep Wy hurt
ee 2 cake leek tan number
€ N at 1 une and
€ ua can tee ua but
0 Toz cone khon m human being
00 Te so koo Tn buffalo
2 o2 hot k3 imsz island
%) B8 song kdon ey before
2 L1 - an W money
29 182 sir thao \oa he/she, you
ia Bl tear (n.) mia iy wife
iaw 8 Leo liaw & turn
ua 8o - raa I boat
uay Wwan - nday wiisn tired
ua & poor hiia " head
uay a3l - ruay T rich
ay o la - khray a3 who
aay Lt my plaay pieglis end
aw 81 scout khaw an enter




Symbol | Consonants | English words Thai words Thai Meanings
for Thai in Thai that contains that contain words
consonant similar sounds the given
sounds sounds
b u baht baat um baht
d Qe deck dek @in children
f WA fine fay n fire
1 LR lake 18k i small
m u me mii i have
n o nun ndy uau little
r I run rab g receive
s TAwA sing stiay 1 beautiful
W 2 west win e empty
y ye yes yay Ty big
ch a7 chin chan i I (1% person
pronoun)
h W e hen hdy Wy room
kh vaw cow khiw i he, she, him,
her
ph WA pen pliom H | (lst person
pronoun for
males)
th agnoem tan thii i at
c s jet caan Rl dish
? ® it 2aat o might
k n gut kay In chicken
p U speak pt ifla duck
t ae stop taa " eye
3 9 - faan o work




Symbols Vowel English words Thai words Thai Meanings
for Thai sounds in that contain that contain words
vowel Thai similar vowel the given
sounds sounds sounds
aaw LI cow khiaw i white
uy s - khuy K chat
20y ey - laoy L bey ond
oy ot bidtiafue toy thooy nay back up
20y 808 LIFINYTI coil khooy fBY wait
iw X cue hiw n hungry
ew 197 bifBIEU - Yew 1 waist
eew 182 bifseen o - leew w2 bad
EW g7 bidBesus - thew u oW
EEW 47 DI - MEEW u? cat
Tones

There are five tones in Thai: mid, low, falling, high, and rising. The mid tone is the base
tone. Therefore, no tone symbol is used to mark the tone.

Tone contours | Symbols Tones Thai words Thai words Meanings
for Thai in Thai that contain

vowel the given

sounds sounds
mid ——— none auly mii i have
low s ten kee un old
falling——\ - In hay n give
high A . i nim i water
rising / v o hiw # hungry




