news & opportunities

HE UNIVERSITYof
TENNESSEE

KNOXVILLE

Research Schola rship

Creativ e Activity

NSF funding to drop by 15%
In federal budget for FY08

FAR rule adds business
ethics tr aining to a wards

On 23 November 2007the final \ersion
of the FederalAcquisition Regulation rule on

The number of new NSF research grants funded under the FY08 federal budget will bgontractor code of business ethics and
15 percent below requested levels, reducing the actual number of awards by some 1,000, conduct was issued in theefferal Register
according to an analysis published recently in the American Institute of Physics electronic The rule equires a written code of business

newsletter,FYI

Shortages from the FY08 Consolidated Appropriations Act will reduce the number of

graduate research fellows by 230, as well as the number of Faculty Early Career

ethics and conducof all federal contracts
exceeding $5 million with a penfmance
period of 120 dgs or more, as vell as a
related emplgee training pogram.

Development awards. In total, the Research and Related Activities account will receive $327 jnder the rule contractors nust hae a
million less than requested, and the Education and Human Resources account will be shokfyitten code in place within 30 ga after

$25 million.
The shortfalls will force the deferral of solicitations in Computer and Information
Science and Engineering, the &dfof Polar Programs, and several Mathematical and

Physical Science programs. The Major Research Instrumentation program will lose more

than $20 million.

Several planned centers will be deferred, including two to three Materials Research
Science and Engineering Centers and three Physics Frontiers Centers.

The AIP analysisiftp://www.aip.org/fyi/2008/028.ht)nivas prepared from documents
from the NSF and the DOE Offe of Science. The summary is based onexfliage letter

receiving anward and all emplgees
working on the contract mst be povided
the codeWithin 90 dg/s,contractors nmust
put into place a training pgram and an
internal contol system that will facilitate
discorery of improper conduct and enser
corrective measues.

Some agenciesicluding the
Department of DeEnsethe\eterans
Administrationthe Ervironmental

sent by Samuel Bodman, Secretary of Energy, to Sens. Jeff Bingaman and Pete DomeniCiProtectionAgencyand the Depaiment of
ranking members of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. See http:// Homeland Securityequire posters with

energy.senate.gov/publiclef/SignedlettertoSenBingamanrequest0.pdf.

EECS negotiates for Matlab
software for UTK, system

The College of Engineering is seeking a site licamsbé Mathworks Matlab pograma
suite of computational packages that has become the stersdditwae used ér engineering
and mathematics in academic settings.

"We male use of this in so manclasses," saideinTomsovic, head of the depdament

of electrical engineering and computer scieritts pretty central to engineering education.”

The proposal includes some 50-plus tookas and computational packagesnfr
Mathworks' Matlab and Siatink products,including toolbaes br aerospacebioinformatics,
comrmunications contol systemsfjlter designfinancialand other aeasOther toolboxes
will be availabledr an adlitional charge

The contract under negfiation will provide a one-gar license with an optional v
year renaval.The softwae will be aailable to all facultgtaffreseachersand students.
Fundingdr the UTK site license has beenrangedbut the cost of a systemwide licenses
well as a sowre of fundingdr additional toolboxes,is still to be determined.

Bob Muenchemmanager of the Statistical Consulting Center in the €afiof
InformationTechnolog, asks faculty who lva speciit computational needs not no
included in the Matlab list to contact either Sue Smith (suesmith@utk9du1614) or
Randy Bond (rbond@utk.edu) in the College of Engineering.

For updates on pogressyisit the EECS ebsite on the Matlab licendettp://
www.eecs.utk.edu/matlab#backgnd.

Complex rules cover human-subjects use

The Office of Research adminigers UT Knoxville's Ingtitutional Review Board, which overseesdl research
conducted by facuity, staff, or sudentsthet involves human subjects Brenda Lavson isthe compliance officer
for the Knoxville campus. She convenes the campus IRB and monitors day-to-day compliance issues Below are
highlights about from arecent tak she gave to graduate sudentsin linguistics.

The gods of humanraubject compliance regulations are (8) to prevent harm to the subjects (b) to protect
privecy and confidentidity, () to ensure fair trestment, and (d) to provide equa compensetion for perticipation.

The definition of researchisfairly straightforward: "asyslematic investigetion, induding research
development, testing, and evduation, designed to develop or contribute to generdizable knowledge:" But other
activities can be conddered reseerch if they indude data collection in human subjects, even if conducted under
prog-amslike demonstration or service programs

Not al research efforts require compliance with human-subjectsrules, but al thet involve humen subjects
reguire IRBreview. Sudies may receive () full board review, (b) expedited or administretive review, or (C)
exempt-sudy review.

A sglection of remindersfor research with humen subjects
1. Prior review: The Indtitutiona Review Board mugt review dl resear ch involving human subjectsin acvence of
the project'ssart.

2. Minimizing risk and herm: Sudies involving humen subjects must minimize risk, guarantee conffidentiality and
privecy, and sfeguard vulnerable subjects

3. Informed consent: A complex of requirements must be followed to ensure thet humen subjects know whet
they are ageeingto do.

Failure to follow humean-subjects guidelines can subject researchersto lighility, cause UT to lose its federd
Wide Assurance of Compliance, and jeopardize acoeptahility of papers dissertations and other products of
resarch.

Lawson (blavson@utk.edu, 974-7697) is avaleble for individua consultation and to speek to feculty and/or
gaduate sudent groups on campus.

fraud hotline inbrmation.

If you have questions aboutAR
requirrmentsplease contact the Offe of
Reseath (feseach@utk.edy974-3466).

On the 25th:Britney v<Chimps'

"Britney Spears v&€himps with
Spears" is the topic of a talk MSNBC
science editoAlan Bgyle will delier on
Tuesdg 25 March,at 8 pm.in the Shiloh
Room of the Uniersity CenterSubtitled
"Talking about Science infabloid
Culture," the lectue will explore Boyle's
insights about hw science ners can
compete br public attention in a
celebrity-mad society

The anmial science journalism lectyr
which honorsAlfred and Jlia Hill,is free
and open to the publidMore information
is available fom Mark Littmann
(littmann@utk.edu974-8156).

CCSI symposium papmiline

Papers and poster prsentations fom
the recent 30th annal reseach
symposium put onythe College of
Communication and lmirmation ae on
line at http://wwwcci.utk.edu/symposium/
program.

19 Mar ch 2008

UT Gr ad School of Medicine
gets new compliance offi cer

WilliamWallace has been named
reseach compliance ofter in the Offce of
Researh Integrity at the UT Graduate
School of Medicine in Knwille.

WallaceaTexangarned his
undergraduate dege from Louisiandech
and his J.Orom the school of le at
Mississippi College

He was in private practicef 13 years
and is curently adjunct faculty in the UT
College of Lev.

He ma be inolved with UT Knaoxville
faculty who do eseach inolving human
subjects though the Graduate School of
Medicine



. ... morenews & opportunitiesit;o.

New Hughes program offers aid
for mid-career researchers

The Howard Hughes Medical Institute has announced a major
effort to support biomedical eseach by making post-staup funds
available to scientists who @moving out of the junior phase of their
career and ae seaching ér funding that will allev full pursuit of their
midcaeer reseach gals.

The 2009 HHMI Eayl Career Scientist Competition will choose
up to 70 biomedicaleseachers who need sixears of eliable funding
as they are coming out of their fist avards or stat-up grantsThe
gpplicants mst hae shavn originality and prductivity as vell as
exceptional pomise br future reseach contributions.

Basic eligibilityaguirrments include a doctoral dezg; a terure-
track positionand two to six years of experience sincgpointment
as an assistant pfessor

More inormation is aailable at http://wwvihhmi.org/eseach/
competitions/easicareer2009/ec2009 dy points.pdf.

"Inside Higher Ed" also has aniee about the Hughes pgram:
http://www.insidehigherd.com/nevs/2008/03/10/hhmi.

NIH officials to talk on women's
health research, grants workshop

Officials fom the National Institutes of Health will be on the UT
Knoxville campus on 25 Meh 08 to ofer a grants wrkshop and to
present an adress on eseach on women's health.

At 11 a.m.Dr.Teresa Leitin will give a one-hour NIH grants
workshop in Uniersity Center oom 223-224Donuts and coffe will
be available in the@om at 10:30 a.m.

Dr.Vivian Pinrdirector of the NIH Office of Researh on
Women's Healthwill speak at 2 pn.in the Shiloh Room at the
Uniwersity CenterHer topic is women's healtheseach and health
disparitiesAn informal reception will star at 1:30 pm.in UC room
220.

The meetings andeceptions a@ open to students and faculty
Pinn's adress will be \ebcastContact Cheryl Travis
(ctravis@utk.edi), the chair oWomen's Studiesibout a URLdr the
webcast.

Faculty and staff shouldveareceied the nevest bineekly
newsletter from the UT Office of Researth on 12 Mach.The bright
yellow letter — Avards & Reagnition— is designed to help UT
Knoxville faculty and stafelep up with avards that they and their
colleagues & winning ér reseach and other sponsad activities.

It also will include nes of ary reseach or scholary
achieement or recognition eceived by UTK faculty

If you hare news to contribute please send it to Bill Doakty
(dockeryb@utk.edu)preferably by theWednesdg preceding
expected publication.

Avards & Reagnitiorwill alternate veekly with this nevsletter,
News & Oppdunities

Send us your good news TODAY .

Virtual Or ganizations as Sociotechnical Systems (V

Communicating Hurr

0OSS)
Virtual organizations arincreasingl central to the scientiéi and
engineering mjects funded § the NSFThe agency's Offe of
Cyberinfrastructue is suppoting reseach directed at
understanding what constitutes edtive virtual organizations and
under what conditions those organizations can enable and enhance
scientift, engineeringand education mrduction and innwationThe
NSF is looking to disciplinesédilanthiopology, complexity sciences,
computer and irdrmation scienceslecision and management
sciencesgconomics engineeringpciolog, public administration,
and other elated social sciences to expdsociotechnical systems
using techniques as varied as ethnpbias surveys,sinulations,
experimentsnetwork anaysesand other qualitatie and

guantitatie gproaches.

Impotant dateFinal poposal to UOR,27 My 08,at 8 a.m.

VOSS solicitatiorhttp://www.nsf.gv/pubs/2008/nsf08550/
nsf08550.htm@yDel=USNSF_175

icane Information (CHI)

In collaboration with the National Oceanic aAtimospheric
Administrationthe National Sciencedeindation is callingf
proposals on advancing the fundamental understanding of
communication of huricane outlooksforecastsyatchesand
warnings to decision-maks and to the general publiroposals
must hae at least one ivestigator fom the socialbehaioral,or
economic sciences and at least onenfrthe plysical sciences or
engineerind-he reseach occurs in the context oAmerican
residential migration patternsew commnunications channels and
outlets,and moe precise and accurateifecasting irdrmation
from the NationaWeather Sevice NSF expects theasults of the
reseach to be rlevant to comnunication about other hazes.
Impotant dateFinal poposal to UTOR,28 My 08 at 8 a.m.

CHI solicitationhttp://www.nsf.gv/pubs/2008/nsf08551/
nsf08551.htmeyDel=USNSF_25

Graduate R esearch Supplements (GRS)

In an efért to broaden paticipation especiallamong under
represented students in engineering Plp@gramsthe NSF is
receiving equestsdr graduate eseach supplements &m principal
investigators who hee existing wards flom the Directorate of
EngineerindgSuppot is available to ont one Ph.Dstudent br each
NSF eseach pmoject. The supplements arrenevable ér up to
three yearsdepending on the student's ggress and theailability
of funds.

Impotant dateThe poposal nust be submitted though FastLane
by 12 Mg 2008 Detailed inbrmation is @ailable at http://
www.nsf.gv/pubs/2008/nsf08030/nsf08030.jspPel=USNSF_25.

Reminder: All electronic proposals a& due to
the UT Office of Researh at8 a.m. a fullfive business days
bebre the agency deadline

03/19/08

Awar ds & Recognition is published bigekly for the faculty of UT Knaville by the UT Office of Reseaih,1534
White Ave.,Knoxville, TN 37996-1529For more information,contact Bill Doclery (docleryb@utk.edu865-974-2187).



