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Writing Rubric

• Drawing and Letter-like Forms

• Copied and Random Letters

• Name Only

• Words

• Sentences

• Text



Drawing & letterlike forms

• 1st kind of emergent writing
• Notices humps, crosses, squiggles
• Knows that letterlike forms of print carry 

the message, not drawing



“I am at home.”



Name only

• Writes letters left to right
• Knows letters are constant & have a 

particular form
• Knows name is spelled the same way 

every time it is written



“Courtney”



Words

• Notices that sounds map onto letters
• Notices letter names carry sound
• Spells with single letters
• Writes memorized words
• Message is 1 or 2-word labels, captions, 

lists



“People”



“My dad, my dog.”



Sentences

• Includes at least 1 line of words
• Writes words left to right
• Includes some spacing
• Spells with letter names, some vowels



“I like to play with my friends.”



Text Writing

• Includes more than 1 sentence
• Relates ideas
• May be single event described in simple 

setting
• May be simple listing of attributes





Reading Rubric
•Reads from memory

Pretend read using book
language & illustrations

•Reads back own writing
Voice-print match, initial letters to 

support memory for words, drawing to 
support ideas
•Reads leveled text

Sight words, spaces, initial
letters



Readers
•Preston

•Tytiaira

•Shaile



Readers

• Fingerpoint read
• Know letters & sounds
• Know 25 high-frequency or phonetically 

regular words
• Use initial letters in reading
• Use anchor words in reading
• Use what is known to decode and spell 

new words
• Spell with letter names & some vowels



Teach Readers

• Small group guided reading
• Reinforce voice-print match
• Guide to notice beginning and ending

letters
• Up ante with leveled readers with more 

words and less predictable text



Almost Readers
Hannah, Emily, Devon, Ricky Jackie, Anna, 

Madison

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (LZW) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Almost Readers

• Read back own writing
• Know print moves from left to right
• Know most letters & sounds
• Recognize a few words in reading
• Use a few memorized words in writing
• Spell with single letters



Teach Almost Readers
• Write and read back own work
• Quick draw and caption responses
• Demonstrate for group & conference with 

individuals to help
� Map sounds to letters
� Use word wall words
• Read writing to partners
• Introduce level A books
• Apply early reading strategies
� use pictures
� use known words to anchor voice print-match
� use initial letters to get mouth ready



Sounds Kids
Jaycee, Kianna, Eden, Jordan



Sounds Kids

• Use pictures to pretend read with intonation & 
book language

• Recognize that print, not pictures, carries the 
message

• Know more than 10 letters
• Recognize own name
• May write own name
• Write letters or letter-like forms to represent a 

message
• Reads the message back differently each 

time



Teach Sounds Kids

• Awareness of sounds of oral language
• Reread songs, chants for small group 

shared reading
• Model picture sorts for rhyme & 

beginning sounds
• Add letter headers & partner spelling
• Mix & fix wall words
• Word hunts for sight words



Letters & Sounds

Kids

•Cara

•Alex

•Matt



Letters & Sounds Kids

• Knows fewer than 10 letters
• May recognize own name in print
• May write some letters in own name
• May match rhyming & beginning sounds



Teach Letters & Sounds Kids
• Participate in Sounds Kids small groups to 

listen & categorize sounds & map to letters
• Consolidate alphabet knowledge
• Reread alpha books in small group
• Use alpha chart & alpha book & handwriting 

chart for personal reference
• Model letter font sorts & picture sorts
• Mix & fix names

� cut apart
� name letters
� rebuild

• Sort names & names of friends
• Model use of names for letter & sound support


