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I	
  was	
  operating	
  from	
  a	
  position	
  of	
  ignorance	
  and	
  wanted	
  clari3ication.
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Click on graph for explanation

http://www.youtube.com/v/cHRiCCkGaOQ&color1=0x2b405b&color2=0x6b8ab6&hl=en&feature=player_embedded&fs=1
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A NASA image shows how the record-low Arctic sea ice extent compares 
with the average minimum extent over the past 30 years, in yellow.
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Decades of foot-dragging by political leaders had propelled humanity 
into a critical situation, with greenhouse emissions rising faster than 
ever.

While it remains technically possible to keep planetary warming to a 
tolerable level, only an intensive push over the next 15 years to bring 
those emissions under control can achieve the goal.

If we lose another decade, it becomes extremely costly to achieve 
climate stabilization.

If countries keep stalling on tougher climate rules, trillions of dollars will be 
invested in coming years in power plants, cars and buildings that use too 
much energy from fossil fuels. The result would be an emissions path that 
would be almost impossible to alter in time to get to the very low carbon 
pollution levels that scientists think are necessary by 2050.

While the costs of renewable energy like wind and solar power are falling 
fast, the longer society waits to implement strong measures to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions, the more costly and difficult it will become to 
limit climate change to less than catastrophic levels.

The emissions problem is still outrunning the determination to tackle it, with 
atmospheric carbon dioxide levels rising almost twice as fast in the first 
decade of this century as they did in the last decades of the 20th century. 

Scientists do not know how likely it is that unchecked global warming 
could cause some sort of wildly expensive calamity, such as a rapid 
melting of ice sheets that would drown the world’s major coastal cities. 

This and other disasters are distinctly possible, the authors found.

Tackling the problem in a serious way would carry costs, shaving a few 
hundredths of a percentage point off global economic growth each year.

Against those costs, the economic benefits of acting are essentially 
impossible to calculate,
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