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 The University of Tennessee Air Force ROTC program is a leader-

ship development and Air Force commissioning program that exists within 

and complements the overall academic experience at the University of Ten-

nessee.  Its members are students first, pursuing their education, refining 

their talents and skills academically but also committed to the Air Force 

core values, the AFROTC honor code and in pursuit of an Air Force com-

mission.  Besides a delicate balance of focus as student and cadet, University 

of Tennessee AFROTC cadets should have a solid foundation and sense of 

pride in their heritage as students at the University of Tennessee and also as 

members of a long line of Volunteers who have gone before them and served 

their country with honor and pride. 

  

Lt Col Mike Angle 

AFROTC Det. 800 Commander, Spring 2009 

 

 In the fall semester of 2008 Lieutenant Colonel Angle, Air Force 

ROTC Commander of Detachment 800 at the University of Tennessee, asked 

if a cadet within the detachment would write a history of the University of 

Tennessee.  Included should be a military history of East Tennessee and the 

long tradition of military education at this university.  Up to this point there 

was no document available for cadets to have an understanding of their in-

stitutionôs past.  I was selected to lead this project.  Not from Tennessee and 

without knowledge of the university, the journey into the past was a reward-

ing experience.  The following history begins with the University of Tennes-

see, founded before there was a state of the same name.  You will walk 

through a past of continual physical and educational change.  After you will 

journey through the rich military history of this area and come across names 

of Tennesseans who have volunteered for their nation.  Some of these men 

are John Sevier, Sam Houston, Lawrence Tyson, Alvin York, and Bruce Hol-

loway.  Then you will step back in time and trace the development of military 

instruction and ROTC at the University of Tennessee.  Knowledge is an im-

portant key to success, and the final portion of this document covers Detach-

ment 800 Warrior Knowledge.  Hopefully the words that follow will bring 

the same sense of pride in you that it did me as a Tennessee Volunteer and 

future officer in the United States Air Force. 

 

Cadet James Mackey 

Fall 2008 



iv 

 

This page intentionally left blank 



1 

 

 Two years before Tennessee 

became a state, the University of 

Tennessee had its foundation.  In 

1794 Blount College was chartered in 

downtown Knoxville and named after 

Governor William Blount.  The 1794 

Charter was issued in the office of 

Blount Mansion in the small town of 

Knoxville.    

 The college occupied a single 

building with tuition set at $8 per 

semester.  Its one and only president 

was Reverend Samuel Carrick.  

Blount College lasted thirteen years, 

awarding one degree.  Blount College 

became the first coeducation institu-

tion in the United States.  In 1807 the 

college changed its name to East 

Tennessee College when the new 

state of Tennessee granted funds 

from the sale of public land.  When 

Reverend Carrick passed away in 

1809 the college closed until 1820. 

 The new president of East 

Tennessee College in 1820 was an-

other reverend, David Sherman.  In 

1826 the school moved from its sin-

gle building in downtown Knoxville 

to what is now affectionately called 

óThe Hill,ô then it was called 

óBarbara Hillô.  The move was made 

because of its excellent location, its 

forty acres were spacious, and be-

cause of the spectacular view from 

the hill.  Only one building was con-

structed on óThe Hillô in 1826, called 

Old College.  Development on óThe 

Hillô continued around 1840 when 

two additional buildings were added, 

East and West College, each on one 

side of Old College.  This happened 

during Joseph Estabrookôs time as 

president of East Tennessee College.  

 Nicknamed ñOld Joeò by his 

students, Estabrook was instrumental 

in other changes throughout his presi-

dency.  He helped change the institu-

tionôs name to East Tennessee Uni-

versity in order to increase the uni-

versityôs respect.  This is visible 

in the doubling of the student 

body to 169.  In the early 

1840ôs Estabrook oversaw a 

military character at the uni-

versity, which lasted a few 

years.  Estabrook resigned in 

1850 after putting his stamp on the 

growing university. 
The University of Tennessee, about 1840 
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 The United States Civil War 

(1861 ï 1865) left its mark on Knox-

ville, and East Tennessee University 

closed in 1862.  At the outset of war 

Knoxville and the university were 

occupied by troops of the Confeder-

acy, and then by the Union in 1863 to 

the end of the war.  Both sides used 

the universityôs buildings as hospitals 

and for barracks.  During the Confed-

erate siege of Knoxville in late 1863 

and the Battle of Fort Sanders, East 

Tennessee University was heavily 

damaged from artillery fire.  The uni-

versity was so badly damaged that 

when it reopened it was at the óDeaf 

and Dumb Asylumô for a short time.  

The next president would have to 

rebuild the physical damage on óThe 

Hillô in addition to the emotional 

damage from a war that pitted brother 

against brother; especially in East 

Tennessee. ( 

East Tennessee University and Ft. Sanders (background) during the Civil War 
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 Fortunately, the next presi-

dent, Thomas Humes, had been an 

ardent supporter of the United States 

(Union) during the Civil War.  This 

would help immensely when he dealt 

with the government.  For example, 

he effectively secured money for the 

university from the government.  He 

lobbied for and received $18,500 for 

the damages done to the schoolôs 

grounds when it was occupied by 

Union forces in the Civil War.  This 

helped rebuild the physical scars, but 

Humes influence and work secured 

more funds to help with growth to-

wards a better future.  In 1862 the 

Morrill Act was passed by Congress.  

It would give colleges across the 

country federal land, funds from the 

sale of this land, or both.  In return 

the recipient would have to teach 

military tactics, agriculture, and me-

chanical engineering.  East Tennes-

see University became a benefactor 

of the Morrill Act in 1869.   

 This helped bring drastic 

change during Humes time as presi-

dent.  New buildings were built on 

óThe Hillô, including South College 

(today the oldest building on cam-

pus).  He worked hard to bring in 

more students, and in 1874 enroll-

ment climbed from 315 to 815.  East 

Tennessee also took on the look 

of a military campus, a require-

ment of the Morrill Act, but left to 

each universityôs discretion on 

how to implement.  Another visi-

ble change Thomas Humes led 

the way was bringing about a new 

name for the university on óThe 

Hill.ô  Humes also implemented 

change by changing the name of 

the university.  In 1879 the name 

changed from East Tennessee Uni-

versity to the University of Tennes-

see.  The college in Knoxville was 

now the state university, and soon 

would spill over and past óThe Hill.ô 

 In 1887 Charles Dabney, the 

first president with a Ph.D. and a 

The óHillô during  the 1880ôs 

Photograph of the óHillô in 1886 


