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Dear Friends of Judaic Studies,

n 2001-2002 Judaic Studies at

the University of Tennessee had
an exciting year with excellent
programming,.

I would like to especially thank
Prof. ]. P. Dessel, Department of
History, who organized both of
our lectures in the spring while I
was in Israel. Organizing lectures
with publicity and hospitality is a
daunting, demanding task in
addition to all one’s other daily
responsibilities, I would also like
to welcome Prof. Heather Hirsch-
feld from the Department of
English as a member of the Judaic
Studies Advisory Committee. We
look forward to Heather’s
participation in our Judaic Studies
activities, Also because of my
absence in the spring, Linda
Bennet Elder, a colleague from
Valdosta State University, agreed
to chair two sessions for the
regional AAR meeting in March. I
thank Linda very much for her
generosity in helping with this
important effort. My graduate
assistant, Daniel Headrick, also
deserves kudos for staying on top
of things and meeting some tight
deadlines,

The 2002-2003 academic year
will conclude 10 years of Jewish
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education and programming at the
University of Tennessee. Looking
back, I gratefully recall the
tremendous spadework for an
endowed position in Judaic
Studies that preceded my arrival at
the university in 1993. The joint
planning effort of university and
community laid the foundation for
a congenial and mutually
supportive relationship during the
past decade. The financial support
of Diane and Guilford Glazer and
Fern and Manny Steinfeld, as well
as of members of the Knoxville
Jewish community, helped to make
the dream a reality. A tremendous
loss for all of us was the death of
Mitchell Robinson in January. May
his memory be for a blessing,
Mitchell and Natalie were part of
the planning team for a Judaic
Studies professorship and have
always been strong and active
supporters of Judaic Studies and of
my work. We mourn the loss of
this fine human being and miss
Mitchell’s presence among us.
Despite the state’s financial
situation we continue to hope for
another endowment in yet another
department besides History and
Religious Studies to further
strengthen the academic quality of
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As of August 1, 2002, T am also
serving as head of the Department
of Religious Studies, succeeding
Jim Fitzgerald, our very competent
mterim head, and Charlie
Reynolds, who is a legend in his
own time. I am proud to be part of
such a strong department with
creative and productive colleagues,
and I look forward to the new
challenges and responsibilities and
to working with my colleagues, the
College of Arts and Sciences, and
the university administration.

For the new year, we keep
hoping for a resolution to the
Middle East conflict, for a de-
escalation of the worldwide threat
of terror, and for a lasting peace for
all humanity.

Oy ) it

Gilya G. Schmidt, Ph.D.

Professor and Head, Department
of Religious Studies

Chair, Fern and Manfred Steinfeld
Program in Judaic Studies
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Tennessee’s Research and Creative
Achievement Award for 2002, in
part for her poems about the
Holocaust that she wrote for our
2001 Holocaust Conference. One of
her most recent poems is printed
here, with Marilyn’s permission.

We are so proud of you,
Marilyn, and grateful for your
presence among us, for your
wonderful spirit, and for being just
the nicest person to know.
Congratulations!

A Tribute to Mitchell Robinson

Mitchell Lazarus Robinson (1924-2001) was a person who left
a lasting impression on those who were privileged to know
him. From the day I came to Knoxville, Mitchell would always
expect his peck on the cheek and then he would ask, “How are
you doing, honey?” It wasn't just a casual greeting but a
genuine interest in my well-being and my work. He waited and
listened to the answer and often offered a piece of advice.
Mitchell was well known for his empathy and, as Bernie Bern-
stein said in his eulogy, while he “told you exactly how he felt
about you and his views on any subject, he was interested in

you.” Mitchell always closed our conversation with the offer to
help if needed. And he meant that too. Mitchell and Natalie are
among the most generous donors to the Judaic Studies Program
because they believe in its importance. And that was just one of
their causes. To them, most Jewish causes were deserving, be it
an individual who needed financial assistance, an organization,
or a special event.

Mitchell, the founder of Modern Supply Company, was well-
known in the Jewish community for his leadership and for his
generosity, He also worked quietly behind the scenes, surely
one of the 36 lained vavniks, or righteous individuals, in each
generation who help to hold up the world but who are not
revealed to us in that capacity. With Mitchell, though, one had
at least an inkling. Every spring for many years he and Natalie,
in conjunction with the community, hosted the AIPAC
fundraising dinner for Israel. Mitchell had been chairman of the
board of Heska Amuna Synagogue and had served as building
fund chairman; he was instrumental in the construction of the
sanctuary on Kingston Pike.

One of Mitchell’s favorite worship services was the Neilah
service on Yom Kippur. He always had something
complimentary to say afterwards. His absence was a glaring
void in the congregation this year.

Mitchell left behind a good name. He will always have a
place among us. We are grateful for the time he spent on this
earth, and we will endeavor to follow in his footsteps of caring
and sharing. He would want us to. %

Judaic Studies (Colorado State University,

. . University of Colorado, Boulder,

AdVISOl‘y Committee and University of Colorado,
M Marilyn Kallet Denver) to read poems about
Marilyn Kallet chaired the Jewish family, identity, and history
Knoxville Jewish Alliance Yom for their Holocaust Awareness
HaShoah Committee for the 2002 ~ Week programs. Marilyn reported
Yom HaShoah commemoration that she “loved meeting the Hillel
and participated in the planning of ~ directors and students; it was all
the program. very moving.”

On April 17 and 18 Marilyn was Marilyn was also honored by
invited by the Colorado Hillels receiving the University of

Horb

Now yois are a city efched in glass
at the Holocnust Museum,

Your name offers the roundness
of a planel,

curves of an hourglass

rinning ond,

Your nawme still beautiful

though your Jews were herded off.

Horb, centuries, a moment,

no more. Out of a hundred Jews,
Sorty could not emnigrate.

Easy to krack in 1939

after the Gernan minority census.
Ernestine Sara Schwarz

Berta Sara Sclwarz

The humiliation of Sara

added lo each Jewish woman's
nane according to 1938 racial law.
Hermann Israel Schwarz

Richard Israel Schwarz.

My uncles stamped with Israel.
“The Nazi regime ennilated
segregation lmws then current
in the U.S.”

In the beginning there were benches
and bathrooms “For Jews Oney!”
All this frenzied purity and Horb
restricted its country air.

The forest did not disappenr.

Al its heart, the Jewish cemetery
stands,

the stones of earlier generations
overgrown:
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Ernestine, Berthe, Richard, Louis . . .

Horb spat out her living Jews.
Not even ghosts stick around,

(Forthcoming in Prairie Schooner)

HE Peter Hoyng

Our colleague Peter Hoyng
received the University of
Tennessee’s Jefferson Prize for
future research. Congratulations
Peter! Peter is in Austria, spending
the summer and fall of 2002 in
Vienna. He sent the following
report.

This past academic year Dr,
Peter Hoyng offered for the first
time at UT a truly interdisciplinary
course on the cultural history of
Berlin in the 20th century. With the
help of his colleagues from art,
theater, music, film history,
architecture, history, and Judaic
Studies, he organized a two-
semester course (German 415, “The
City with Scars—Berlin in the 20th
Century”) limited to 15 students.
Though one year of German
language was suggested, the
course was taught in English. (For
further information see
www.berlin.de).

Even though during the fall
term students heard, read about,
and saw the complex Jewish life in
Berlin, they only truly sensed the
magnitude of achievements by
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Jews in Berlin and their brutal
persecution and murder by the
Nazi regime when they toured
Berlin during spring break.
Students visited the partially
reconstructed New Synagogue, the
former Jewish quarter, the
concentration camp Sachsen-
hausen outside of Berlin, and the
Jewish Museum, by Daniel
Libeskind. However, the highlight
of the entire tour was when one
student gave an inspiring and
well-informed lecture at the site of
the soon-to-be-built Memorial to
the Murdered Jews in Europe by
architect Peter Eisenman. The tour
was followed by a discussion that
showed the students’ deep
engagement and acquired
knowledge about Jewish Berlin.
(For further information on
matters Jewish in Berlin see
www.juedisches-berlin.de or
www.berlin-judentum.de; both are
offered also in English). The course
was such a success that it has been
offered again this academic year,
including the 10-day trip to Berlin
for which Dr. Hoyng was able to
secure generous funding from the
Max Kade Foundation in New
York.

In addition to this Berlin-specific
course, Dr. Héyng again taught
German-Jewish Culture (German
350) in the spring term, this time
with an emphasis on Jewish life in

Prof, Peter Hoyng (left) lectures by the Bertolt Brecht statue in Berlin for the "Berlin in the
20th Century” course.

Berlin dating from 1681 to the
present. After providing a political
and historical overview of the
history of Prussia and Germany,
Dr. Hoyng used multiple media to
present the difficult but rich Jewish
cultural life of Berlin by focusing
on the biographies of, among
others, Moses Mendelssohn, Rahel
Varnhagen, Alfred Doeblin, Albert
Einstein, and W, Michael
Blumenthal.

Blumenthal grew up in Berlin,
had to flee Nazi Germany, and
eventually became secretary of the
treasury under Jimmy Carter.
Thanks to his integrity and
dedication, last September the
Jewish Museum in Berlin opened
its permanent exhibit on Jewish life
in Germany from the Middle Ages
to the present. Today, Blumenthal
is a highly respected director of the
museum, and his book Invisible
Wall served as one of the basic

books for the class.

Since the demand for this course
on German-Jewish life has been so
great, it will be offered again next
spring, This time Dr. Hoyng will
focus on modern Jewish life in
Vienna, where he is currently
working on a new research project.
In his lectures he will focus on the
lives of Gustav Mahler, Sigmund
Freud, Theodor Herzl, Joseph
Roth, Arthur Schnitzler, Stefan
Zweig, Ruth Kliiger, and Bruno
Kreisky. The course is taught in
English and limited to 25 students,

B Amy Neff

This past year Dr. Amy Neff has
enjoyed a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities
that allowed her to focus entively
on her art-history research. She
spent the year working on two
long-term projects: The firstis a
study of a beautifully illustrated
late~13th-century manuscript
made in northern Italy. In past
years Dr. Neff has written an
analysis of this manuscript’s
artistic style and place in the








