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Dear Friends of Judaic Studies at UTK,

Dear Friends of Judaic Studies at UT,

Another exciting year has begun for
Judaic Studies at UT. Our plans for this,
our eighth, year are ambitious, with an
expansion in courses, a series of excit-
ing speakers, and a conference on the
Holocaust in the plans.

Last year, for the first time, two full-
time faculty members contributed most
of their time and activity to the study
of Judaism, enriched by our valuable
colleagues in the areas of history, Ger-
man, literature, philosophy, and art.

Students continue to amaze us with
their interest in studying Judaism and

their dedication to vatrious projects of a -

Jewish nature including College Schol-
ars theses and dissertations.

Our lecture series is going strong, at-
tracting a variety of distinguished schol-
ars in all areas of Jewish studies.

We would like to thank all of you who
support Judaic Studies in many differ-
ent ways. A very special thank you to
Mitchell and Natalie Robinson for their
continued commitment to our Program.

My very best wishes to you and yours
for a peacelul year.

B'Shalom,

GILYA G. SCHMIDT, PH.D.
PROFESSOR, AND CHAIR

THE FERN AND MANFRED STEINFELD
PROGRAM IN JUDAIC STUDIES

Knoxville Jewish Community Honors
Professor Charles H. Reynolds

On August 31, the Community Rela-
tions Committee of the Knoxville Jew-
ish Federation held an elegant recep-
tion at the Arnstein Jewish Community
Center to honor Professor Charles H.
Reynolds, Head of the Department of
Religious Studies at UT, for his many
years of eflorts in establishing a Judaic
Studies Program, That dream was real-
ized in 1993, Professor Reynolds was

landed for his leadership over the past
twenty years, CRC chairman Arnold
Cohen also expressed appreciation to
other [acuity in the Department of Re-
ligious Studies who have participated
in continuing education efforts over the
years. Pace Robinson, Knoxville Jewish
Federation president, presented Profes-
sor Reynolds with a copper enamel cup
especially created for the occasion by

Judaic Studies Faculty

Honored

On Noveinbet 11, 1999, the Depart-
ments o-fReErigious Studies and History
held a joint/reception at the University
Club to honor Gilya Schmidt for being
promoted to full professor and to in-
troduce assistant prolessor J.P Dessel to
the larger community. A large number
of people from the university as well as
the Jewish community came for the

occasiorn. We were especially gratified
by the presence of our new president,
Dr. J. Wade Gilley. We would like to
thank Professor Charles H. Reynolds as
well as retired Professor ].B. Finger as
well as our administrators and col-
leagues for thelr support and their
thougthfulness.

Knoxville artist Arnold Schwarzbart
with the inscription, “He shall be like a
tree deeply rooted near streams of wa-
ter, which yields its [ruit in its season,
and whose leave does not wither and
in whatever he does he will succeed.”
(Psalm 1:3) This token of appreciation
was given “To Dr. Charles H. Reynolds
from a grateful Knoxville Jewish com-
munity,” dated August 31, 2000.

PROFESSOR CHARLES H. REYNOLDS
AND PROFESSOR GILYA SCHMIDT AT
RECEPTION IN HONOR OF JEWISH
FACULTY




A Word from the Head

It was indeed special to be honored
by the Community Relations Commit-
tee of the Knoxville Jewish Federation
on August 31 with both a beautiful re-
ception and exceptional tributes by
Arnold Cohen and Pace Robinson.

Some of you will recall that we
worked ten hard years on developing
suppott for a Judaic Studies Program at
UT before we could demonstrate con-
crete vesults.

The first major breakthrough oc-
curred when Guilford and Diane Glazer
made a challenge pledge of $100,000
to be matched on a 4 to 1 basis. Soon
afterwards Manny and Fern Steinfeld
made a pledge of $50,000 to Jack Wil-
liams while attending a fund-raiser for
what is now the College of Human Ecol-
ogy. We then established a local devel-
opment committee which many of you
supported: Looking back the key play-
ers were Arnold Cohen, Bernie
Bernstein, Scott Hahn, Arnold and Mary
Linda Schwarzbart, Alan Solomon, and
Mitchell and Ruben (may he rest in
peace) Robinson,

To the surprise of many of our stron-
gest supporters and hardest workers,
within a few years of establishing a lo-
cal community development commit-
tee, we were successlul in raising suffi-

Tennessee Holocaust

Commission

On April 3, 2000, the Tennessee Commission on Holocaust
Education celebrated its [ilteenth anniversary at the Peabody
Hotel in Memphis. Governor Sundquist addressed the group
during the celebration program, as well as many of the survi-
vors who currently live in Tennessee. Many teachers who teach
the Holocaust and who had been and were recipients of the
Belz-Lipman Educator of-the-Year Award from around the state
were also present. Nancy Henry, retired teacher from Sevier
High School, spoke on behalf of all the teachers. This year’s
recipients of the Award {or East Tennessee were Freda Snyder
and Sherry Jones, [rom John Sevier Middle School in Kingsport.

cient support funds to supplement a
state salary and search for the first
scholar of Judaic Religion ever hired at
UT. And was that search a success! You
honored me on August 31 because my
colleagues and I in Religious Studies
had the good sense to hire Dr. Gilya
Schinidt, Not only did Manny and Fern
Steinfeld make additional substantial
contributions to the Judaic Studies En-
dowed Chair in Religious Studies, but
they later (at my recjuest) made and paid
a pledge of $250,000 to support the
position in History that JP Dessel now
occupies. Judaic Studies is much more
than the study of the religion of the Jew-
ish people. For that reason History was
designated as the second department
to make an appointment in Judaic
Studies.

Jack Williams, Vice President [or De-
velopment, has provided critical sup-
port in his fund raising efforis on be-
half of Judaic Studies at UT. All the Rab-
bis who have been in Knoxville since
our efforts first started have been strong
supporters, The Jewish Federation of
Knoxville has consistently provided fi-
nancial support and other forms of en-
couragement.

But without the support of my col-

leagues in Religious Studies, and the
various Deans of Arts and Sciences and

FIFTEEENTH ANNIVERSARY PICTURE OF TENNESSER
HoLoCAUST COMMISSION COMMISSIONERS AND DIRECTORS

department heads as well as other aca-
demic administrators— none of our
achievements would have been pos-
sible. Developing Judaic Studies at UT
has truly been a cooperative effort be-
tween the local Jewish community, key
philanthropic supporters, the local
cormmunity leaders [ mentioned earlier
(especially Mitchell and Natalie
Robinson, Bernie and Barbara
Bernstein, and Alan Solomon) and a
number of supporters at UT, It has not
been easy. It has taken a diligent and
persistent cooperative effort. And it has
required the confidence that we could
succeecl. And last but not least, there is
still work to be done. We need at least
one additional full time appointiment in
Judaic Studies in the next two yedrs if
we are to keep up the momentum the
program now has. By continuing lo
work together, we can also achieve that
goal, Thank you again for a wonderful
reception. And thank you Arnold
Schwarzbart for a beautiful work of art.
Shalom!

(et - Jregrtt—

CHARLES H, REYNOLDS,
PROFESSOR AND HEAD
DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES




Manny Steinfeld Honored

Congratulations to Mr. Manlred
Steinfeld, major contributor to the Ju-
daic Studies Program at UT on receiv-
ing the 2000 Julius Rosenwald Memo-
rial Award from the Chicago Jewish Fed-
eration. Julius Rosenwald became a
partner of Sears Roebuck & Co. in the
1890s, he was one of America’s first
great philanthropists, and one of the
founders and leaders of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Chicago from 1900 until his
death in 1932. The award is presented
each year to the individual who has
achieved the most in the advancement
of the goals of the Jewish Federation and
for the welfare of the overall Jewish
community. Manny received the award
“In recognition of his lifetime of service
to the Jewish community in Chicago
and around the world,” It is the most
prestigious award given by the Jewish
Federation of Chicago.

In his acceptance remarks, Manny,
who is a great philanthropist in his own
right, noted that life is not complete
without giving back to the community.
“Being charitable never depleted
anyone’ assets. Ask any philanthropist
and he'll tell you the more you give
away, the more that seems to come back
to you, The only money we're going to
take with us when we pass from this
earth is what we've given away, because
thats what we'll be remembered by.
Memory is a powetlul thing, especially
for the Jewish people. [ live every day
in the company ol memories.... When
the Nazis came to power, my mother
was already a widow, but determined
to save her three children. [n 1938, at
the age of 14, I was rescued from Gex-
many, brought to Chicago, and given a
new life by the Jewish Federation and
its agencies. Withowt the Jewish Fed-

News from Our Students

Many scholarly works deal with Jew-
ish matters or the Holocaust on some
level, However, it doesn't happen too
often that a student devotes the entire
work to things Jewish. This past year,
three theses dealt with education dur-
ing the Holocaust, being Jewish in the
South, and Christian understanding of
Judaism.

Lisa Plante

UT College of Education, received her
Ed. D. in May 2000. In her abstract, she
writes, _

“This is a study of adult and youth nar-
ratives about creating and participating in
schooling during what has become known
as the Holocaust. Jewish narrators created
works that described and analyzed their
experiences and educational efforts while
in hiding, in ghettos, and in concentration
camps. The narratives are in the form of
diaries, journals, autobiographies, testino-
nies, and interviews. The narratives were
analyzed in order to discover personal and
shared themes and are interpreted and pre-
sented in ways meant to vetain their par-

ticular natures and styles. Short pieces from
other sources are included to enhance un-
derstanding of the roles of education and
schooling in the experiences of Jews trapped
in the “Final Solution.”

Narrators are introduced through short
biographies. Each narrative is offered in
segments interlaced with discussion of the
contexts and interpretations thal enhance
understanding of the narrators and their
schooling efforts. Following the narralives
are discussions of individual and shared
themes and views critical of schooling ef-
forts on behalf of Jewish children. Relation-
ships between social, political, cultural, and
ideological positions and schooling form a
subtext of the analysis of the narratives.

Educational efforts, often under fear-
some bans on education for Jewish children,
ranged from the autodidactic efforts of iso-
lated children to complex, yet often clan-
destine, school systems. Schooling was an
opportunity for tesistance to German plans
to destroy Judaism-- when intellectual re-
sistance was often the only possibility to
fight back. Schooling connected youths and
adults to each other and to their pasts,

eration, HIAS and the Jewish Children’s
Bureau, [ would not be here today....As
fate would have it, 1 was the only mem-
ber of my immediate family to survive.
My mother and sister were lost in the
Holocaust, and my brother died in Pal-
estine, fighting [or the independence of
the modern State of Israel.”

We also thank you, Manny, and Fern,
for everything you are doing for Judaic
Studies at UT,

Manny is also the subject of a docu-
mentary film on “tough, patriotic Jew-
ish” WWIIL G.Ls by Steven Karras of
Chicago. Manny, who liberated
Woebblin concentration camp, was
awarded a Purple Heart and Bronze Star
Medal. He was previously featured in
“Nightmare’s End,” a BBC documentary
on the Holocaust.

while creating possibili-
ties for a future that
many did not live to
experience. It sent sur-
vivors into that future
with a sense of having
prepared for a new life.
Many emerged from
hiding places and sites
of imprisonment and
torture with litile else.
Their families and communities destroyed,
their material resources stolen, no longer
welcome in their own lands—only the in-
tellectual growth and the sense of camara-
derie, fostered in the educational enter-
prise, accompanied them into an often hos-
tile and strange post-war world.”

You DI 1T Lisal
(GRADUATE
Li1sSA PLANTE)

A success story! Lisa, who has been
working on the upcoming Holocaust
conlerence with me, has acceptecl a po-
sition as Cataloguing Research Manager
with the Shoah Visual History Founda-
tion in Los Angeles. We thank you for
your contribution, Lisa, and wish you
well in all you do.

CONTINUED



News from Our Students {continued)

Marion Rosenbaum

UT College of Arts & Sciences, re-
ceived her Ph. D. in May 2000. Her
abstract stated,

“In this study, the experience of being a
Jewish woman in the South was investi-
gated using the research methods of phe-
nomenalogical psychology. The researcher
interviewed 10 women in order to explore
their experiences in-depth. Five of these
women were native-born southerners and
5 were born in the northern and/or west-
ern United States. All of the participant’s
interviews were audiotaped and then tran-
scribed.

These transcribed interviews were then
analyzed in conjunction with members of
the University of Tennessee Phenomenol-
ogy Research Group and by the researcher
working alone. The thematic structure that
emerged from this analysis was comprised
of three themes and their related grounds.
The three themes were: 1) Same and Dif-
ferent, 2) Knowing, Being known, and
Understanding, and 3) Defensiveness and
Pride. Each of these themes was described
in terms of the ground of both the Jewish
and non-Jewish communities. Each theme
was found in most of the interviews, and
participants frequently used similar words
to describe their experiences of being a Jew-
ish woman in the South.

Results indicate that participants’ aware-
ness of being Jewish was the most figural
aspect of their experience of being a Jew-
ish woman in the South. Though gender
was notable for a few of the participants,
all of the women interviewed described
situations in which being Jewish was their
primary identification. It seems that for the
women interviewed, being Jewish in the
South absorbs and contains all other as-
pects of their experiences, including
gender.”

Meg Pattison

UT College Scholar and enthusiastic
student of Judaism was accepted to

Vanderbilt Law School [or fall 2000. In
her thesis abstract, she wrote,

“Many Christians are unaware of their
religion’s connection to Judaism. Because
of centuries of false doctrine and anti-
Semitism on the part of the church lead-
ers, much of the Christian community has
little or no understanding of the parental
role of the Jewish faith. They forget that
Jesus, the central figure in Christianity, was
a practicing member of the Jewish church.
This project’s goals are to teach a small
population of Christians some minor de-
tails of Judaism, but more importantly, to
instill a deep appreciation in Christians’
hearts for the Jewish faith and tradition.

To determine the relative knowledge of
Christians, different age groups of mem-
bers of [name of local church] were sur-
veyed. The findings include a lack of un-
derstanding of the Jewish faith, but an in-
terest in learning. A pamphlet was handed
out to each participant in the survey fo
provide each person with the correct an-
swers. A Passover Seder service was con-
ducted for any survey participant with a
deeper interest in the material.”

Yvonne Sommer

North America Program, University
of Bonn, accepted to Georgetown Uni-
versity Master of Science in Foreign
Service Program for fall 2000.

John
Jennings

UT College of Arts
& Sciences Interdisci-
plinary Major in May
2000. John was our
first graduate with a

concentration in Ju-
daic Studies.

Nathan
Soloman

UT undergraduate, graduating {rom
Baptist Theological Seminary in Rich-
mond, VA, with a Masters in Divinity.
Nathan will become interim pastor at
Walnut Hill Baptist Church and con-

N MAy 2000

JUDAIC STUDIES GRADUATE
JOHN JENNINGS AND PROFESSOR .
GILYA SCHMIDT AT GRADUATION Imanuscript of poems,

tinue in Naval chaplaincy. Nathan will
also begin his Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible at
Union Theological Seminary. As we
congratulate Nathan on his many
achievements and wish him well for the
future, we also extend our sincere con-
dolences on the death of his mother,
Phyllis.

Barry Danilowitg

former UT graduate student in Phi-
losophy and my two-year most valued
graduate assistant, gracduated with a
degree in Computer Science..

Wes Brandon

UT Religious Studies major, is attend-
ing Columbia Theological Seminary in
Decator, GA.

Link Elmorve

completing his training as a hospital
chaplain in Richmond, VA. Wife Karen
is beginning her [inal year of medical
residency in internal medicine, spend-
ing one month in the Dominican Re-
public. Sister Lynn, gracuate of UT
College of Ed with a Masters, recently
got married and will teach kindergarten.

Melissa
Range

Poet and UT
undergradute, with a
graduate  degree
{MFA) from Old Do-
minion, is teaching
middle school in At-

lanta and hoping for
THE break with her

Heather Dobbins

Former Religious Studies work study,
after spending a semester at Leiden
University in the Netherlands and
graduating with a BA in English from
UT, is now teaching at an inner-city
school in Qakland, California.



U.S. Holocaust Museum Trip
with FOCUS Group

Tt has become almost a tradition for
Dr. Schmidt's RS 386 “Voices of the
Holocaust” class to team up with Dy,
Jane Redmond’s FOCUS group. For the
second time, we organized a joint trip
to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C. This time,
we took an extra day, leaving Thursday
PM and returning Sunday in the very
early AM. Despite the long ride, the
journey was pleasant and uneventful.
We spent most of Friday at the Museum
and took a good part of Saturday to see
some of the sights in D.C. For many
students, this was their {irst trip to
Washington, and they were excited to
see the White House, Capitol, and the
many monuments, especially the Viet-
nam War Memorial. Transportation was
subsidized by the Vice President for
Knoxville Operations to whom we ex-
press our deepest thanks [or his contin-
ued support of diversity programming,

Following are excerpts [rom two stu-
cent reports on their experience.

“My trip to Washington DC was very
emotional but educational. It was a very
intense trip filled with many different feel-
ings, like being on an emotional roller
coaster. I do not have one complainl about
the trip.... The first site was the... Holocaust
Museum....It took me the whole day to
complete it. At times, I had to stop and take
a break before going on to the next exhibit,
I was very impressed with the organiza-
tion of the museum. I thought it was a great
idea to have each event in order and on
different floors. I liked that they had it go-
ing in order with the beginning, death
camps, and restoration. Being in the class
helped tremendlously, because I had already
read about most of the events and viewed
most of the pictures in the book The World
Must Know we read for class. However,
there is no class that can prepare you with
the different emotions one feels while tour-
ing the museum. During the tour my emo-
tions went from being sad to angry to
ashamed. I believe the most disturbing part
of the museum was the shoes. T know I stood

there crying for about ten minutes. I was
okay until I saw a very small shoe; it had
to be a size one or iwo. Another disturbing
part in the museurn was the hall of pic-
tures. It was like it went up to heaven it
was so tall. T am glad that I had friends
with me to help me get through the mu-
seum. After viewing the museum, I began
to wonder why there was not any recogni-
tion of slavery. I believe that we as Afri-
can-Americans deserve recognition of the
hardship that we endured in the last four
hundred years, It seems that everyone
wants to forget about the unjust events that
happened to African-Americans. I believe
this is wrong, because we helped build and
[Jight for this country. Our history is also
left out in today’ classrooms. My daugh-
ter will not learn the history of African-
Americans in school; therefore, I have to
teach her at home. By having a museum
this could not only teach others about our
history, but also they would be able fo feel
some of what my ancestors felt during that
time. This is what the Holocaust museum
did for me; I could feel some of the pain
that they had endured. The next day....we
visited the African Art museum, the White
House, and the Lincoln Memorial.... When
visiting the Lincoln Memorial, 1 tried to
picture the day Dr. Martin Luther King was
saying his I Have a Dream speech. The
words went through my head as I stood
there looking at the water. [ wished I could
have been there to feel the emotions from
everyone.... This trip meant a lot to me and
I will never forget it. Thanks Dr. Schmidt.”

Another student wrote,

“I was very nervous about going to the
Holocaust museum. I had no idea what to
expect, but my friends had told me that it
was shocking. The museum actually went
along with many of the things that we
learned in class this semester. Many of the
tools used to decide whether a person was
Aryan were on display. I also watched sev-
eral films on Hitler rise to power on the
fourth floor. There was so much informa-
tion that it is difficult for me to remember
everything that I saw. [ was glad that I had

the opportunity to read the World book
prior to the visit because [ could skip some
of the information that was provided. I re-
member the room on the third floor thal
you could sit and listen to stories about the
trains, concentration camps, and medical
experiments in the words of the survivors.
This was extremely powerful to me. One
lady had discussed the death marches and
how they would take turns holding each
other up while they slept. Many of them
discussed the trains to the camps and how
overcrowded they were. Across from the
room that [ was in, there was a boxcar of a
train that you had to walk through (o gel
to the other side of the exhibiL: I remember
the power of the replica of the gas cham-
bers that was displayed on the other side
of the boxcar: It illustrated step by step how
the process of gassing was carried out, The
most horrifying part was when they were
in the chamber and they were dying. They
were slumped over and laying on the floor.
It gave you a real sense of death, I wish
that L had watched the televisions that were
set up beneath the walls, but after secing
the big replica of the gas chambers, I could
not watch anything else. The medical ex-
periments were described in delail at the
end of the fourth floor. To read about the
experiments and then actually see a bed
that was used to tie down the victims made
it real. You can take this class and read
about all of the horrible things that were
done to the Jews and others, but to actu-
ally see physical representation at the
museumn makes more of an impression on
you, and you tend to not easily forget what
you learned.... By the time I veached the last
floor, I couldn’t read anymore. So, [ sat
down where they had survivors' stories
(movie} and watched it alone for awhile,
Being alone was definitely beneficial be-
cause there were things that I did not want
to see, and other things of interest to me. [
am glad I split up from my group. I watched
the stories and began to cry, one man was
telling his story about a death march and
how he had a little boy with him and the
farmer where they had stopped wanted (o
heep him. The bay did not want to stay,






