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LiFE IS FULL OF INTERESTING
experiences, at no time more so than
when we travel to cultures and societ-
ies different from our own, (Even
though [ was born and grew up in Ger-
many, German society today is quite
different from what 1 remember from
40 years ago.) This past year brought
exciting encounters with fellow Jews in
Germany, students and colleagues at the
University of Bonn, and Germans in
many paths of life who work actively to
preserve German jewish history. Teach-
ing at the University of Bonn, 1 was able
to try to bring a sense of living Judaism
to the students, who in turn inspired
me with their interest in the subject,
their seriousness in study, and their

scholarly ability. 1 also truly enjoyed in-
teracting and co-teaching with the col-
leagues at Bonn. Research into the Jew-
ish past of the town I grew up in, into
the family history of my late cantor and
teacher, and into the salon life of late
eighteenth century Berlin also provided
much interesting, intriguing, exciting,
and devastating information which it
will take me some time to sort out an
interpret. In the pages of this newslet-
ter L will try to share some of the details
with you. It is especially sad that Ignaz
Bubis, the leader of German Jewry
since 1992, died recently. Bubis
worked hard to bridge the gap in trust
between the victims and the perpetra-
tors and to rebuild the German Jewish

community over the years. His wise
counsel will be missed. May his
memory be for a blessing,

Here at UTK, we are extremely ex-
cited to have a new colleague in the
Judaic Studies Program. Assistant Pro-
fessor ]. P Dessel was hired by the His-
tory Departrment to teach Jewish His-
tory. J. B will introduce himsel[ in his
own wortds.

In our seventh year, Judaic Studies at
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville
is growing in every way. We are look-
ing forward to a good year and to the
planning of exciting future events for
the greater Knoxville community.

A WWORD FROM DR. CHARLES H. REYNOLDS,
PROFESSOR AND HEAD OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Dr, Gilya Gerda Schmidt never ceases
to amaze me. It seems that every year
when this newsletter is published [ have
the opportunity to inform you of some
research or teaching award or yet an-
other promotion attained by Gilya. This
year is no exception. 1 am pleased to
announce that Gilya was approved by
the Board of Trustees for promotion to
full Professor as of August 1, 1999,
Gilya has moved through the ranks to
[ull Professor with amazing speed. But
when one realizes she has alyeady pub-
lished two books this year, has another
in press, and two more under develop-
ment, no wonder her colleagues, the
Dean of the College, and the Provost
all recommended her for promotion this
year. She is indeed a delightful colleague
and all of us in Religious Studies and
Judaic Studies are extremely proud to
have her on our faculty.

Again, I want to thank the large num-
ber of you who continue to contribute
financial support to Judaic Studies and
UTK. This year Fern and Manfred
Steinfeld paid off their $250,000 pledge
to provide an endowment to support a
schalar of Jewish History in the History
Department. The History Department
has responded immediately with an
appointment in Jewish History that was
effective August 1, 1999, (See story be-
low.) Mitchell and Natalie Robinson
continue to provice annual support that
helps underwrite Gilyas research and
travel, The Solomon and Schwartz lec-
ture endowment fund (established by
Alan Solomon) provides us with annual
income to support distinguished lectur-
ers on various aspects of Judaism. The
Oak Ridge Fund provides scholarship
assistance for students to study Juda-
ism either at another university in this

countty or in Istael. And, of course, the
Judaic Studies Endowed Chair provides
both a salary supplement and support
for a research assistant for the holder of
the Judaic Studies position in Religious
Studies. Thanks especially to Bernie &
Barbara Bernstein, Arnold & Linda
Cohen, Guilford & Diane Glazer (and
members of their family), and of course
to Fern and Manfred Steinleld, we now
have over one million dollars in differ-
ent endowed accounts to support Ju-
daic Studies at the University of Ten-
nessee. Contributions to any of the
above mentioned accounts may be sent
to me at 501 McClung Tower, Univer-
sity of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-
0450. Checks should be made payable
to the University ol Tennessee and you
should feel free to designate which of
the above mentioned endowments you
would like to support.



1t is always good to begin the New
Year with a fresh perspective and the
anticipation of new and exciting chal-
lenges ahead, With this in mind, [ am
delighted to find myself at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee as a member of the
Judaic Studies Program and the Depart-
ment of History. My area of study is Jew-
ish History, with a specialization in Bib-
lical Archaeology. I began my academic
career at Brandeis University where 1
completed a B.A. in Anthropalogy. In
my junior year I participated in a se-
mester-abroad program in Israel de-
voted to archaeology. That experience
reshaped my career sending me back
to the roots of Jewish History. I then
headed west to study the ancient Near
East at the University ol Arizona. As a
graduate student I lived in Jerusalem for
several years as a fellow at the Albright
Institute of Archaeological Research. It
was then T began to understand exactly
why archaeology is considered Israels
national pastime. I also learned about the
very close relationship between archae-
ology and Israeli politics and society,

Alter working on many archaeologi-
cal projects throughout Israel [ then co-
directed my own excavation at the site
of Tell el-Wawiyat in the Lower Gali-
lee. This Late Bronze — Iron Age village
whetted my appetite for my current re-
search on ruralism and ethnicity in the
Iron Age. After finishing two seasons at
Wawiyat I completed my dissertation
on Canaanite and Egyptian potting tra-
ditions at Tell Halif and Egyptian colo-
nial activity in fourth millennium BCE
Canaan. I was interested in the rise of
social complexity and the development
of craft specialization, however, the ex-
cavation of an Egyptian residency
shifted my interests towards the rela-
tionship between pottery styles and
ethnicity.

New Faculty

In 1993 1 began working at Tell ‘Ein
Zippori, another rural village in the
Lower Galilee. This excavation is part
of the Sepphoris Regional Project spon-
sored by Duke University. The SRP is a
unique regional project which combines
the excavation of a Bronze and Iron Age
village, Tell ‘Ein Zippori, along with a
major Hellenistic/Roman/Byzantine city,

Sepphoris. Sepphoris; “the Orament -

of the Galilee” was a major Talmudic
center and focal point of Jewish intel-
lectual and cultural life in Israel during
the Classical Period. While we knew
great things awaited us at Sepphotis,
Tell ‘Ein Zippori was much more of a
mystery, for few rural Bronze or Iron
Age villages have been excavated in [s-
rael. Tell ‘Ein Zippori turned out to be
almost continually occupied from the
Middle Bronze Age (1800 BCE) through
the Iron I (1050 BCE). While we knew
the site was a small agricultural village,
we never suspected the level of cultural
diversity and complexity which we un-
covered in four seasons of excavations,
Along with unusual finds such as lead
votive figurines and imported Late
Bronze 1 Cypriot pottery, we also founcd
a highly unusual monumental building
of the 11* century BCE. Most signifi-
cant for my own research was the con-
tinuity of occupation from the Late
Bronze into the Iron Age and what this
means to the study of the Israelite settle-
ment of Canaan.

Along with my excavation program
in Israel I have taught Jewish History
and Biblical and Near Eastern Archae-
ology at the University of Pennsylvania
and Bryn Mawr College and last semes-
ter [ was the first Distinguished Visit-
ing Scholar in Jewish Studies at
Bucknell University. Here at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, in addition to World
Civilizations, I will be teaching a two

Member in Jewish
History — J.P. Dessel, Ph.D.

semester sequence on Jewish History.
This semester | am offering ancient Jew-
ish History, covering the Biblical and
Talmudic periods, and in the Spring |
will continue with the Medieval through
the modern periods. This course will
be taught under History 373. In the fu-
ture I hope to add special topics in Jew-
ish History such as “Biblical Archaeol-
ogy," “Synagogues and Community”
and “Art, Architecture, and Literature
of Jerusalem.” This summer 1 will be
returning to Tell ‘Ein Zippori for a final
season of excavation and hope to be able
to bring students from the University
of Tennessee to participate in the
Sepphoris Regional Project Field
School.

Shanah Tovah,
J.P. Dessel




PROFESSOR MARILYN KALLET,
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT,
ANNOUNCES:

Along with essayist Linda Parsons
Marion and Katherine Smith I will be
doing a reading and book signing for
my new book Sleeping With One Eye
Open: Women Writers and the Art of Sur-
vival, at Davis-Kidd booksellers on Tues-
cay, October 19" at 7p.m. We will also
be doing a panel discussion on women
writers surviving and thriving for the
November meeting of the Knoxville
Writers' Guild, November 4, 7p.m., at
the Laurel Theatre.

MARILYN KALLET

GERMAN-JEWISH LIFE FROM
1750 TO THE PRESENT

I'very much enjoyed teaching a course
on German-Jewish Life 1750 to the Present
in the Fall of 1998. This class was de-
signed [or students in the Judaic Studies
Program and the German Program, and
it was offered for the first time at the
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Of
the 27 students only three were Jew-
ish. In the Spring, 1 taught an abbrevi-
ated version of this course for Univer-
sity Honors students,

Although [ am a Gentile, [ believe that
Jewish-German culture is a strikingly
important part of Germany'’s cultural
heritage, and has been a very important
influence on Jewish life in Israel and
throughout the world. Beyond this, 1
helieve we all have the responsibility of
coming to terms with the persecution,
suffering and murder of so many vic-
tims— but especially with Jews— during
the Nazi dictatorship. This class pro-
vided one way to gain an appreciation
and respect for cultural, religious, and
ethnic differences today.

After a general overview, I presented
the biographies and lives of nine Jew-
ish-German persons. The integration,
acculturation, and assimilation of Jews
in the German speaking countries—
mainly Germany and Austria— after
1871 was unprecedented. The Jewish-
German culture touched all aspects of
life: in the sciences, arts, music, litera-
ture, theater, and politics. Because of
this diverse and rich cultural life it was
difficult to choose adequate represen-
tational biographies. The choices that 1
finally made were the biographies of
Moses Mendelssohn, Rahel Varnhagen,
Heinrich Heine, Sigmund Freud,
Gustav Mahler, Theador Herzl, Albert
Einstein, Lion Feuchtwanger, and Nelly
Sachs. In addition, Mira Kimmelman
from Oak Ridge was kind enough to
share her story as a survivor of the Ho-
locaust.

Since 1 started each session with on-
going events related to the class, it be-
came almost eerie to see how many
news stories were related either directly
or indirectly to the Holocaust (which
was not the primary focus but the over-
all context for the class): be it the de-
bate on the Holocaust monument in
Berlin (finally decided upon), or the
translation of Victor Klemperer’s much
hailed and important diaries [ Will Bear
Witness, the suing of German compa-
nies for slave work, or the Pope’s sanc-
tifying of the Jewess/Catholic nun Edith

_Stein; students realized how the past is

not past at all but continues to shape
our present and future.

According to the student evaluations,
this class opened up a world of which
they had not been aware, Having helped
to open the door to the Jewish-German
past has been truly my greatest reward.

PETER HOYNG

Judaic Studies Advisory
Committee Activities

Professor Nancy A. Lauckner of the
German Program in the Department of
Modermn Foreign Languages and Litera-
tures points out two courses tentatively
planned for 2000-2001 that would be
of interest to Judaic Studies students.
In Fall 2000 she hopes to offer German
350 (crosslisted with Judaic Studies) on
the topic of Holocaust literature and
film. It will treat literary and filmic
works on the Holocaust in English, but
translated, dubbed, or subtitled from
various languages. German majors who
take the course will do some of their
reading in German, but a knowledge of
German is not necessary for Judaic
Studies students and non-German ma-
jors who wish to take the course. In
Spring 2001 she expects to give a gradu-
ate seminar entitled “Memory and Rep-
resentation: The Holocaust in Literature
and Film.” This seminar will include
works in German and English for
graduate students in German, but Dr.
Lauckner will welcome students eligible
for a graduate seminar who know no
German, and they may complete all the
requirements in English. Both courses
will be taught in English, if non-Ger-
man majors enroll. More information
on these courses will be available in
Spring 2000 and Fall 2001.

NANCY LAUCKNER

Congratulations to Assistant Profes-
sor Deborah R. Geis on the publication
of her book, Approaching the Millennium:
Essays on Tony Kushner’s Angels in
America, co-edited with Steven F Kruger
(University of Michigan Press, 1997}.




1998

In the Fail of 1998, three scholars vis-
ited the UT campus and gave presenta-
tions of interest to the community:

DR. JEANNETTE LANDER

On October 16, Dr. Jeannette Lander,
a German. Jewish authoress, spoke
about her creative work and discussed
living as a Jewess in contemporary Ger-
many. The visit was arranged by Dr,
Peter Hoyng [rom Modern Foreign Lan-
guages and was co-sponsored by the
Fern and Manfred Steinfeld Program in
Judaic Studies.

PROFESSOR
KENNETH SEESKIN

On November 12, Professor Kenneth
Seeskin of Northwestern University
spoke on “Maimonides’ Critique of
Popular Religion.” The lecture was
sponsored by the Fern and Manfred
Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies, the
Knoxville Jewish Federation, and the
Department of Religious Studies, and
was part of UTK’s Middle East Semes-

New Graduate

Assistant

Michael  Manning
Collier, a recent graduate
from the College of Arts
and Sciences with a major
in Religious Studies, is the
graduate teaching assis-
tant for 1999-2000.
Michael has ambitious
plans. After completing
his M.A. in Religious Stud-
ies, he hopes to go to law
school. Go, Michael!

MICHAEL MANNING
COLLIER 15 SERVING
AS THE 1899-2000
GRADUATE ASSISTANT.

ter. The speaker was also scholar-in-resi-
dence at Heska Amuna Synagogue.

PROFESSOR
KLaus L. BERGHAHN

Professor Klaus L. Berghahn, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, lectured on
“Hebrews or Jews? On Tolerance and
Judaism in the Age of Enlightenment.”
The lecture was sponsored by the
Abraham and Rebecca Solomon and Ida
Schwartz Endowment, the German Pro-
gram, the Fern and Manfred Steinfeld
Program in Judaic Studies, the Depart-
ment of Religious Studies, and the

" Knoxville Jewish Federation,

ISRAEL| FILM SERIES

Two Israeli films, “Under the Domim
Tree" and “My Mothers Courage,” were
shown in the community on Novem-
ber 1 and November 5, 1998, These
programs were organized by Dora
Pedraza and Jan Elston ol the Knoxville
Jewish Federation, Additional Israeli
films were shown through UTKs Middle
East Semester.

Thank you

Former graduate assistant Richard
Neely, who had worked with
me during the academic year
1998-99, has moved on to
different things. We thank
Richard for his efforts and
wish him all the best for the
future.

UTRS Depit.
\Website

The UT/Knoxville Depart-
ment of Religious Studies
offers a variety of informa-
tion about its programs on

Judaic Studies Lecture Series

We are currently working on lectures
for the 1999-2000 academic year.

1999
PROFESSOR SANDER GILMAN

The Southern Comparative Literature
Association met in Knoxville during the
week of September 12, 1999, On Sep-
tember 17, we were the beneficiaries of
a great lecture on Holocaust {ilms by
Professor Sander Gilman of the Univer-
sity of Chicago entitled, “Is Life Beauti-
ful? Can the Shoah be Funny?” Qur
thanks to Professor Carolyn Hodges for
her efforts to bring Professor Gilman to
Knoxville.

PROFESSOR ELIE WIESEL

On October 13, at 8PM, Professor Elie
Wiesel, famous lecturer, author, and
Holocaust survivor, spoke at the Bijou
Theater downtown. Professor Wiesel
was being brought to Knoxville by the
student-run UTK Issues Committee,

the World Wide Web, The site can be
accessed at the following URL:
http:/Awveb.utk edw/~religion/







