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IVis dilficult 1o imagine and movre diffi-
cull Lo appreciate appropriately, the many
achievements of our new Fern and
Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic Stud-
ies at the University of Tennessee, Knox-
ville. Hundreds of students each year are
now involved in the academic study of
Judaism. I is already a program that actu-
ally has its own major concentration and
minar, 1 is a program Lthat one year can
sponsor amajor East Tennessee conference
on the Holocaust, and that another year
can facilitate a city-wide cultural celebra-
tion of lsrael’s [iltieth birthday: It is a pro-
gram that each year brings in distinguished
visiting scholars 1o leclure on Judaism for
hoth university and community audiences.
And it is a program that contributes to a
spirit of multicutturalism and pluralism—
while challenging antisemitism—both at
the university and in the larger public
sphere of our city, state, and nation. How,
one must ask, have these many achieve-
ments been possible? The answer is rather
simptle. It is that we have in Dr. Gilya
Schmidi an enerpetic, committed, and vi-
sionary scholar who knows how to orga-
nize people and events, while cooperat-
ing with and respecting people with other
visions, to realize program objectives. And
secondly, you have provided necessary pri-
vate funding to auract and retain Dr.
Schmidt ar UTK and to support her pro-
gram developments,

Dr. Gilya Schmidt has been simply
amazing. She won a College research
award and campus-wide Alumni Out-
standing Teacher Award, She organized the
[East Tennessee Holocaust Conference. She
coordinated the city-wide celebration of
Israels liftieth birthday. She did the im-
mense paperwork and attended the many
meelings required Lo obtain approval of
the new major concentration and minor

in Judlaic Studies. She has cooperated with
other university and community organi-
zations Lo bring visiting scholars of Juda-
ism to our area. And all of this while be-
ing an excellent teacher in the classroom
and highly productive research scholar. It
is time for Gilya to slow down and smell
the roses! But instead, she is ofl 1o Ger-
many this winter and spring to pursue two
research projects and to be a visiting pro-
fessor as part of a UTK faculty exchange
program with the University of Bonn.
Gilya, there are also roses in Germany.

ALUMNI QUTSTANDING TEACHING
AWARD PRESENTATION, APRIL 15, 1608,
LEFT TQ RIGHT: PROF. CHARLES H.
REYNOLDS, RicHARD H. SCHMIDT, PROF,
GILYA SCHMIDT, PROF. JOHN HODGES

Rather than make the customary request
for additional endowment contributions
to support Judaic Studies at UTK, T am
reprinting below a slightly edited lewter
sent to Diane and Guilford Glazer this

summer. As this letier makes abundantly
clear, these former Knoxvillians laid the
foundation stone [or Judaic Studies here.

! July 1998
Dear Diane and Guilford,

Thank you for the final payment of $15,000 on your $100,000 challenge pledge to the
Judaic Studies Chair in the Department of Religious Studies. You will be happy to know
that your challenge pledge staried us in a serious way on our Endowed Chair in Judaic
Studics. We have now raised more than $600,000 Lo support Judaic Studics at UTK, These
Junds are in five different accounts: the Endowed Chait; a library Acquisition Endowment,
the Oak Ridge Scholarship Fund, the Abralam and Rebecca Solomon and Ida Schwartz
Lecture Fund, and the Robinson Fund (o support research and travel for our professor of
Judaic Studies. Only a small portion of this additional $500,000 would likely have come
our way without your challenge pledge of $100,000.

We currently have more than $460,000 in the Endowed Chair and we continue to receive
several thousand dollars each year in additional contributions, (Seme of the initial pledges
to the Chair have been used to establish three of the additional support funds mentioned
above.)

Associate Professor Gilya Schmidt, whe holds our Chair in Judaic Studies, currently has
a salary supplement from the Chair Endowment of $12,000 cach year. Dr. Schinidt has
established an ouistanding record in her teaching, research and community service. On
behalf of the students, faculty, and administration of UTK, as well as the greater Knoxville
community, | want to thank the two of you for making these many achlevements possible.

Cordiatly yours,
Charles H. Reynolds, Professor & Head

cc:President Joe Johnson, Vice President Jack Williams, Chancellor Bill Snyder,
Vice Chancellor John Peters, Dean Lorayne Lester




After the appropriate academic com-
mittees approved the proposals tor pro-
gram and curriculum, this academic
years Undergraduate Catalog lists the
new major concentration as well as mi-
nor in judaic Studies under Interdisci-
plinary Programs. Students can now go
to the Arts & Sciences Advising Center
and declare a Juclaic Studies major con-
centration on preprinted (orms that de-
lineate precisely what is required for this
track.

MAJOR CONCENTRATION

John Peter Jennings is our {irst de-
clared Judaic Studies major, followed
only by seconds by Jenah Lee Anne
Jennings. We thought we might cel-
ebrate the official status of the program
by sharing brie{ profiles on these stu-
dents:

John wrote, *1 am 37 years old. [ was
raised in Dearborn and Southfield,
Michigar. [ moved 1o Nashville in 1993.
My wife (Jenah} and 1 moved to Knox-
ville to attendd UTK 1o better ourselves.
Before coming to UTK, | earned an
Associate’s degree from Oakland Com-
munity College in law enforcement and
graduated from the Oakland County
Police Academy. First majoring in soci-

Judaic Studies
Major Concentration
and Minor Are Official

ology, I became interested in Judaism
after taking Dr. Schmidts class, Intro-
duction to Judaism. To major in Judaic
Studies fulfills my goal to bring together
my interests in history, sociology, reli-
gion, politics, and social justice. I find
the studly of Judaism makes one very
aware of the human condition, that is,
man’s great achievements and unlortu-
nate evils.”

The second Judaic Studies major con-
centration student, Jenah, wrote that
her parents are Sue Reynolds and Sonny
Merifield. She is a non-traditional stu-
dent and has been autending the Uni-
versity of Tennessee since 1995, She is
married [to John| and has a 12-year-
old daughter [also named Jenah]. Upon
her husband’s attendance of Dr.
Schmidt’s Religious Studies 381: Intro-
duction to Judaism, Jenah enrolled in
Dr. Schmidt’s RS 381 class the follow-
ing fall, during which time she learned
of the impending Judaic Stuclies Major
Concentration to be offered at UT, She
has continued classes with Dr. Schmidt
and those oflered through the major.

There also are several Judaic Studies
minors, among them David Yurek, a
major in history.

Service to
the Profession

In September 1998 1 finished my
three-year term on the UT Press edito-
riat board. 1 have enjoyed working with
the Press on the selection of book
projects over the past three years,

[ continue to serve on Lhe editorial
board of Soundings.

SECSOR (South Eastern Commission
for the Study of Religion). This is the
regional branch of the American Acad-
emy of Religion. 1 continue to serve as
chair of the Judaism section. This past
year | organized two sessions [or Lthe an-
nual meeting and read a paper entitled,
“Busy Hands for Jewish Spiritual Renewal
in the Visual Arts,” For 1999, I will again
put together a session or sessions.

American Academy ol Religion. 1 con-
tinue as a member of the academy, as a
member of the Schleiermacher Group,
and as a board member of the Nine-
teenth Century Theotogy Group. In No-
vember 1997, 1 read a paper on “The
Significance ol Jewish Visnal Art in Jew-
ish Spiritual Renewal.” This year, 1 am
the convener and editor ol papers for a
session on Art and Theology in the
Nineteenth Century. The annual meeting
will be in Orlando November 21-24.

Association for Jewish Studies. In
1997, 1 read a paper on “Hermann
Struck—aArtist and Diplomal.” [n 1998,
T will readl a paper on “The Appropria-
tion of Biblical Tmages for Modern Jew-
ish Art,” and chair a session on
Jewishness in the Performing Arts: Op-
era, Song, Dance, and Film. The annual
meeting always convenes in cold Bos-
ton in December.

This year, for the {irst time, | partici-
pated in the University Stuclies planning
retreat at Arrowmont. The group met
on May 5 and 6, 1t was a very interest-
ing and invigorating experience and
gave me some ideas for new projects lor
the future.

1 continue 1o serve as the advisor to
the Religious Studies Association.
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The Judaic Stuclies Committee, ac-
cording to the Bylaws, serves to “super-
vise Lthe curriculum of the Judaie Stud-
ies Program, and to encourage cross
culiural Judaic Studies at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee Knoxvitle.” The com-
mitlec meets once a semester o discuss
various matters pursuant to the pro-
gram. We congratulate Professor
Palmira Brummett, History, on receiv-
ing the prestigious Lindsay Young Fel-
lowship. Other committee members in-
clude Peter Hoeyng and Nancy
Lauckner, Germanic Languages and Lit-
eratures; Vejas Liulevicius, history,
Marilyn Kallet, English; Amy Nefl, arl
history; Charles H. Reynolds, religious
stuclies, and Gilya Schmidt. Stucent
representative Lhis year is Richard Neely,

Professor Peter Hoeyng would like to
share the lollowing information:

VISITING [LECTURER
FROM THE UNNERSITY
OF WISCONSIN—MADISON

Klaus L. Berghahn, professor of Ger-
man Studies at the University ol Wis-
consin-Macison since 1967, will give a
lecture al Hodges Library Auditorium
on November 19, 1998, at 7:30 pin. His
lecture is entitled “Hebrews or Jews? On
Tolerance and judaism in the Age of
Enlightenment.”

In recent years prolessor Berghaln
locused his research on the history of
German-Jewish culture and the history
of anti-Semitism. He is one of the co-
founders ol the Jewish Studies Program
al the University of Wisconsin-Maclison,
where he regularly teaches courses on
German-Jewish culture since the 18th
century. He organized two international
conlerences on the German-jewish Dia-
logue Reconsidered (in honor of Geoige
L. Mosse) and on the Representation
and Reception of the Holocaust in Ger-
many and the United States. His lec-

ture is part of a book that is about to be
published.

The lecture is sponsored by the Fern
and Manlfred Steinfeld Program in Ju-
daic Studlies, the German Program, and|
will be cosponsored by the Abraham
and Rebecca Solomon and Ida Schwartz
Endowment in Judaic Studies at UTK,
as well as the Department of Religious
Studies and the Knoxville Jewish Fedl-
eration.

GERMAN-JEWISH CULTURE
COURSE OFFERED
FOR THE FIRST TIME AT UT

This fall the German-Jewish Culture
Course (German 350) is being offered
for the first time at the University of
Tennessee. 1t is uncler the auspices of
the German Program and the Judaic
Studies Program. This course not only
reflects a growing scholatly interest in
German-Jewish cuiture but it has also
been inspired by a reemergence of Jew-
ish culture in Germany in the late eight-
ies and especially alter reunilication in
1990.

Although Prolessor Haeyng is not
Jewish, he believes that Jewish-German
culture is a strikingly important part of
Germany’s and Jewish cultural heritage.
Beyond this, he believes that we have
the responsibility of coming Lo terms
with the persecution, suffering, and
murder of so many viclims—especially
with Jews—curing the Nazi diclalor-
ship. This class provides one way to
aquire respect for cultural, religious,
and ethnic diflferences Loday, emphasiz-
ing the construction of two identities:
Jewish and German, and how they
remain{ed) complex and unstable.
These two unstable identities and their
diflicult, uneasy, and yet rich symbio-
sis are the thread of Jewish-German
cultural history since 1750 to the
present. In order Lo bring our attention

Judaic Studies Advisory
Committee Activities

to the cultural history ol these last 250
years, Dr. Hoeyng chose a chronologi-
cal-hiographical method, i.e., he pre-
sents in chronological order the follow-
ing biographies and lives of ten Jewish-
German persons: Moses Menclelssohn,
Rahel Varnhagen, Heinrich Heine,
Sigimund Freud, Gustav Mabhler,
Theodor Herzl, Albert Einstein, Lion
Feuchtwanger, Nelly Sachs, and Mira
Kimmelman. Though this class will not
focus on the Holocanst, it nevertheless
remains the background, no matter how
distant it will seem or be at times.

AN AUTHOR'S VISIT
TO KNOXVILLE:
JEANNETTE LANDER

Jeannetle Lancler was horn in New
York in 1931 and lived for many years
in Atlanta. In 1957 she received her BA
from Bryn Mawr College. She moved
1o Berlin, where she lived most of her
years since 1960, In 1966 she received
her Ph.D. from the Free Universily of
Berlin after she wrote her dissertation
on WB. Yeats. Stylistically influenced
by the modern novel, her short stories
anct novel are avant-garde, and yet ac-
cessible to the reader. One thread
through all of her five novels, short sto-
ries, and essays is her rellecting on her
Jewish background ancdl identity. Living
in a {oreign and strange cullure she is
sensitive, subtle, and perspicacious, and
skeptical in regard Lo assimilation. Fer
outlook on lile as well as her style of
writing is embracing these complexities.

Jeannetle Lander was an UT on Fri-
day, October 16, at 2pm at 1201
McClung Tower. She gave a lecture
(mainly in English) and discussed is-
sues of living as a Jewess in contempo-
rary Germany. This visil was organized
by Dr. Peter Hoeyng,
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During the past academic year, we ex-
perienced some interesting and challeng-
ing presentations on a variety ol topics
in our Judaic Stuclies Lecture series,

MAURICE AND
AILEEN FRIEDMAN

September 21-23, 1997, Maurice and
Aileen Friedman visited from San Di-
ego. Professor Emeritus Maurice
Friedman spoke on a variety of subjects,
to averllow crowds. Topics included
“The Hassidic Tales in Our Time"; “Mar-
tin Buber: [srael and the Arab-Jewish
Conflict”; and “Psychotherapy, Dialogue
aril the Hermeneutics of Healing,” This
was a collaborative project between
University Stuclies, the Center [or the
Study of Personal Relations, the Coun-
selor Education and Counseling Psy-
chology Program, Heska Amuna Syna-
gogue, the Knoxville Jewish Federation,
the Department ol Religious Studies,
and the Fern and Manfred Steinleld
Program in Judaic Stuclies.

STEVEN \W/ASSERSTROM

September 27, 1997, Steven
Wasserstrom, Prolessor at Reed College
in Portland, Oregon, came to speak on
“From Jewish Apocalypse to the Thou-

sand and One Nights: The Tale of

¥

Bulugiyya Between Muslim and jew.'
This presentation was sponsored by the
Deparument of Religious Studies, the
Department of History, the Knoxville

Jewish Federation, and the Fern and

Manlred Steinfeld Program in Judaic
Studies,

KIRK TREVOR
May 4, [998. Maestro Kirk Trevor
[rom the Knoxville Symphony charmed
and enlightened his audience with a
lecture and music demonstration on
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdly. This lec-
ture was sponsored hy the Fern and

Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic Stud-
ies, the Department of Religious Stuclies,

and the Knoxville Jewish Federation.

Fall 1998

Three presentations are either spon-
sored or cosponsored by Juclaic Stud-
ies in the fall.

JEANNETTE LANDER

On Friday, October 16, Dr. Jeannette
Lander was at UT at 2pm, 1201
McClung Tower. She gave a lecture
{mainly in English) and discussed is-
sues of living as a Jewess in contempo-
rary Germany. This visit was arranged
by Dr. Peter Hoeyng.

KENNETH SEESKIN

On November 12, Professor Kenneth
Seeskin will hold a lecture on
Maimonides' Critique of Popular Reli-
gion, at the Hodlges Library Auditorium,
7:30pm, Prol. Seeskin is Professor ol Phi-
losophy at Northwestern University. This
tecture, also part of UTK} Middle East
Semester, is sponsored by the Fern and
Manfred Steinteld Program in Judaic
Stuclies, the Knoxville Jewish Federation,
and the Department of Religious Studies.

(See also related Heska Amuna programs
under Shtetl News),

KLAUS L. BERGHAHN

On November 19, Klaus L. Berghahn,
Professor of German Studies at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison since 1967,
will give a lecture at Hoclges Library Au-
ditorium, at 7:30pm. His lecture is en-
titledl “Hebrews or Jews? On Tolerance
and Judaism in the Age of Enlighten-
ment.” The lecture will be sponsored by
the Abraham and Rebecca Solomon and
Ida Schwarlz Endowment, the German
Program, and the Fern and Manfred
Steinleld Program in Judaic Studies, the
Department ol Religious Stuclies, and the
Knoxville Jewish Fecleration.

Judaic Studies Lecture Series

Other programs
of interest

Dora Pedraza and Jan Elston have
been organizing the showing of twao [s-
raeli films. The Fern and Manlred
Steinleld Program in Judaic Studies is
cosponsoring Lhis event.

* Sunday, November 1
2:30 PM., Temple Beth El
Under the Domim Tree
* Thursday, November 5
7:30 PM,, University Center
My Mother’ Courage
There is a charge for admission.
Additional Israeli fitms will be offered

through UTKY Middle Eust Semester,
Please consull the website or call 974-4453

Jor details.

MIDDLE EAST SEMESTER
AT UTK

The Center for International Educa-
tion under the direction of Jim Gehlhar,
with the consuliation of a lacully com-
mittee, has pul Logether a Middle East
Semester held at dillerent locations
around the UTK campus. Several inter-
esting programs have already taken
place. One of the highlights so [ar has
heen a concert by the Jewish band
Atzilut and the Arab band Firkat Al'amal
at the Music Hall on September 24, 1f
you would like to access the web site,
which will have regular updates on
evenls, please contact  hup://
web utk edu/~globe/mes.himl. Printed
posters and programs are available from
974-4453 or by emailing cie@utk.edu.




The long-term persisience of my
editors at the University of Alabama
Press has paid oll. Alter an intense
peried of creating an index last
spring, there was silence, a good si-
lence, because the Gypsy manuscript
had gone into production. And now,
my transiation ol Erika Thurners
work, National Socialism and Gypsies
in Austria, has made it to the book-

shelves. There will be a nuniber of

hook signings, both here and other
places. 1 am excited and well satis-
fied with the end procluct, and hope
that scholars will be able to use this

work as a resource in Lheir study of

the Holacaust.

A good bit of lime last year was
spent once more eciting and updat-
ing my translation of Martin Bubers
Zionist writings. AL one point, the
publisher requestedt that Texpand the
valume to include explanatory intro-
ductory paragraphs lor every item
(41 of them). This was also accom-

plished, and the manuseript wentolf

again. In the meantime, | have re-
ceived a contract [rom Syracuse Uni-
versity Press. The prospective title is
The First Buber: The Youthful Writings
of Murtin Buber. "The expected publi-
cation date is 1999,

Another old Triend has made it to
Lhe publication stage. The 92 Yehuda
Halevi poems which  Franz
Rosenzweig had translated into Ger-
man and which I retranslated, this
time into English, will be published
hy SUNY Press, together with
Rosenzweigs commenlary on the
poems, also in 1999, Richard A.
Cohen, University ol North Caralina
at Charlotte, is editor of this volume.

An atlicle on Martin Buber and Ro-
manticism, {irst presented in paper
lorm at the International Romanti-
cism Conlerence in Naples in 1994,

Research

was published by NANA (New Ath-
eneum) early in 1998, This article ex-
plored Bubers conception of Zionism
in relation to Romanticism,

Shofar, an interdisciplinary journal of

Jewish Studies, accepted an article on

Bubers view of the Absolute and the
Relative Lile for publication in 2000.

ONGOING OR NEW
RESEARCH PROJECTS

Alter spending many hours either in
sterile archives or overgrown Jewish
cemeteries this summer, 1 am actually
not sure what comes [irst. I have just
completed ediling four papers for the
AAR, and now received Lhe [irst set of
galleys lor my friend Aviaham Shapira’s
Buber book {there will be a second set
tater this semester, plus an index o
compile), [ am Lo submit my paper [rom
Germany for pablication, write a book
review, write a paper lor a conlerence,
and finish the art book. | expect all of
these projects will be completed by the
end of the semester. Seriously, though,
many exciling projects are taking shape,

SUMMER RESEARCH
AND HIART CONFERENCE

Thanks to the generosity of Dean of
the Graduate School, Bud Minkel, and
his committee for laculty enrichment,
the College of Arts and Sciences, and
the Deparument of Religious Studies, |
was able Lo atlend a conference orga-
nizeck by the Highlands Institute for

American Religion and Theology
(HIART) in Bad Boll, Germany. | par-
ticipated by expanding on my previous
icleas on multiculturalism, This was nol
only a very congenial and collegial gath-
ering, but of culting edge importance
in debating issues in philosophical the-
ology.

The location for the conference, in
picturesque Swabia, was only about 10
kilometers [rom the tawn where 1 grew
up and where | intend to conduct re-
search this coming January. | spent a
week reacquainting mysel{ with the lo-
cale of my youth and the very lew
people 1 still knew in Suessen. All ol
the archival geniuses at work are new
to me, and | was deeply touched hy
their interest in my project of small-
town Jewish life, their willingness 1o
share their resources with me, and their
generosity and hospitality. We liguied
out that I had last visited there 20 years
ago, and much had changed, including
the presence of the Holocaust in the
town’s consciousness, This project
started when 1 came to Knoxville in
1993 and Professor Rosalind Gwyine
took me to McKay's to the Jewish book
section, where 1 found a book on the
Jews of Wuerttemberg that actually
listec several families in Suessen. This
was the lirst solid evidenee of the real-
ity of my childhood memories.

IN ANTICIPATION OF TALKS AND BOOR
signings connected Lo the publication
ol the Gypsy hook, | wanted Lo get a
hetter sense of the physical locations of
the two Gypsy camps in Lackenbach
(near Vienna) and Salzburg, Austria. In
my travels through Europe, 1 sought oul

HIART CONFERENCE IN BAD BoLL, GERMANY, JULY 29-AUgUsT 3, 1008






