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halom to our Friends,
Every year, there is a new dimension to The Fern
and Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic Studies.
Now in our fifth year, we have a number of stu-
dents who have graduated and gone on to graduate school.
They come back to report on their progress and often bring
back ideas and suggestions or invitations to speak, or, in
some instances, disturbing experiences they have had. Other
gracluates have joined the work force and get in touch either
to ask me to speak to their classes or groups or olfer to help
in the community through their specific venues. Just as teach-
ing generates a ripple effect while students are taking
classes—they bring spouses and parents to synagogue, they
share what they learn on the Holocaust with their [amilies,
and fitms and lectures with room mates and [riencls~—so their
study of judaism educates a wider community.

Despite the sobering reality of financial cutbacks at UTK
that directly aflected the Deparument of Religious Studies,
my own operating expenditures, and the resources for our
students, we have been blessed in many ways and there is
much for which to be thankful.

Most importantly, the Judaic Studies Major Concentration

as well as a Judaic Studies Minor have been approved by the
College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Conumitiee, We
are now one of the Interdisciplinary Programs in the Col-
lege of Art and Sciences. Core courses that will constitute
the concentration include cross-listings [rom Art History;
Religious Studies; Germanie, Slavic, and Asian Languages;
History, and Philosophy.

We have also expanded the Judaic Studies Committee. New
members include Marilyn Kallet, Prolessor of Creative Writ-
ing, and Vejas Liulevicius, Professor of History. Colleagues
already serving include Professors Charles Reynolds, Depart-
ment of Religious Studies; Amy Neff, Art History; Palmira
Brummett, History; Nancy Lauckner and Peter Foyng, Ger-
manic, Slavic, and Asian Languages. We would like 10 wel-
come the new members to the Committee and thank all of
the Commitiee members [or their service on behall of Ju-
daic Studies at UTK.

Student interest continues to be excellent, recent research
has produced good results, and our public service activities
continue to enhance the other efforts.

We are looking forward to an exciting year—Israel’s Jubi-
lee—in all three areas ol teaching, research, and public service,

A WORD FROM DR. CHARLES H. REYNOLDS, PROFESSOR
AND HEAD OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Excellent visiting scholars, carefully
planned trips to the Holocaust Museum
in Washinglon, D.C., the highly pro-
ductive teaching, research, and service
record of Associate Professor Gilya
Schmidt, a new major and minor in
Judaic Studies—all of this and much,
much more characterize the success and
development of Judaic Studies at UTK.
Discussions are ongoing concerning the
possibility of initiating a search for a
faculty member with a specialization in
Jewish history. 1 am still hopeful the
History Department will he given ap-
proval to initiate that search this aca-
demic year, but if not, 1 certainly ex-
pect it 1o occur during the next aca-
demic year.

Your private gifts have been combined
with appropriations {rom the State of
Tennessee to make this progress we
have experienced in Judaic Studies a
reality, not simply a dream. Your con-
tinuing private contributions to the vari-
ous funds we have in the Department
to support Judaic Studies are very much
needed. Please do not stop your pri-
vate contributions because of the
progress in Judaic Studies we have macle
to date. We still have a long way to go
to have the well-rounded Program in
Judaic Studies that Knoxville area citi-
zens and students at UTK both deserve
and need. 1 trust you will consider
sending us an annual contribution now
and that your Estate Plans will also in-

clude a contribution to Judaic Studies
at UTK. Please call me at 423-974-4360
if you would like to discuss ways that
you can support cur Judaic Studies Pro-
gram, And be sure to commend Dr,
Gilya Schmidt for the excellent work
she is doing as the Director of this vital
and exciling program.

[am deeply thank{ul to all of you who
have helped make our successes to date
possible, and I look forward to work-
ing with you to make Judaic Studies at
UTK even more of a success.

Cncte Jf

CHARLES H. ZEYNOLDS
RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT HEAD



Commissioner, Tennessee Commis-
sion for Holocaust Education, and
member of Arts, Culture, and Educa-
tion Sub-Committee of the Tennessee-
Israel Trade Committee,

COMMUNITY TALKS

*September 12, 1996, on multi-
culturalism to Methodist Church
Menk Club.

* September 16, 1996, on Holocaust
education to Foothills Council of So-
cial Studies Teachers. Many thanks to
Joe and Marion Goodstein for spon-
soring the evening.

* November 7, 1996, on Judaism to DRI
students.

*January 27, 1997, on Israel trip with
Governor Sundquist to Religious
Studies Association,

* January 29 and March 12, 1997, lec-
tures on multiculturalism for continu-
ing education at Heska Amuna Syna-
gogue.

* February 7, 1997, on Israel trip with
Governor Sundquist to Jewish Stu-
dent Center.

* February 19, 1997, on Judaism to
Baptist Student Union,

* February 23, 1997, interview on Ho-
locaust for Channel 10.

*March 21, 1997, on seeds of

antisemitism to Normandy scholars
class.

DoONNA HARDY (2ND FROM LEFT) AND
GILYA SCHMIDT WITH TWO STUDENTS
AT BEARDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL.

PUBLIC SERVICE

* March 30, 1997, on trip to Israel with
Governor Sundquist to Jewish
women’ group at Heska Amuna,

+ April 13, 1997, on Ju-
daism to Church of the
Savior.

*» April 24, 1997, on Ho-
locaust to Donna

Hardy's class at
Bearden Middle
School.

+September 9, 1997,
interview on Holo-
caust with West High
School students,

»September 11, 1997,
on Holocaust and Ho-
locaust education pre-
ceding Mira Kimmelman remarks to
Foothills Council ol Social Studies
Teachers,

* September 26, 1997, presentation to
Tennessee Arts Council on Knoxville
plans for Israel Jubilee.

JUDAIC LECTURE SERIES

On October 28, 1996, we organized
a panel discussion on Daniel J.
Goldhagen’ book, Hitlers Willing Ex-
ecutioners. The panelists included Vejas
Liulevicius, Milton Klein, Father Terry
Ryan, Jenny Richter, and Charles
Reynolds, with Gilya Schmidt serving
as moderator. The presentations were
interesting and the discussion lively,
with panelists and audience engaged in
a heated debate, especially over the role
of Christianity in the Holocaust.

On November 11, Dr, Rami Arav,

chief archaeologist of the Bethsaida Ex-

cavations Project, spoke on the ‘lost’ city.
His slide presentation was cosponsored
by the Arnstein Jewish Community
Center, Milton Collins Fund, Knoxville
Jewish Federation, McClung Museum,
and the University of Tennessee Ancient
Mediterranean Department,

On March 10, 1997, Prolessor
Jacques Kornberg from the University
of Toronto came to speak on Theodor
Herzl in this year of the 100th anniver-
sary of the Zionist movement. The lec-
ture which was cosponsored by the De-
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partment ol Religious Studies and the
Knoxville Jewish Federation was well
attended by students, colleagues and
members of the community.

When you receive this newsletter, we
will already have had the privilege of
listening to and dialoguing with Proles-
sor Emeritus Maurice Friedman from
San Diego State University, who spoke
on four different occasions: at Heska
Amuna Synagogue on “The Hasidic
Tales In Our Time,” at UT on “Martin
Buber: Israel and the Arab-Jewish Con-
flict,” “Psychotherapy, Dialogue and the
Hermeneutics of Healing,” and held a
dialogue with students.

Professor Friedman’ visit to Knoxville
was organized by Andrea Cartwright
and co-sponsored by a number of
groups including The Center for the
Study of Personal Relations, The Coun-
selor Educational and Counseling Psy-
chology Program, The Fern and
Manfred Steinfeld Program in Judaic
Studies, Heska Amuna Synagogue, The
Knoxville Jewish Federation, The Psy-
chotherapy Trust, Inc., the Department
ol Religious Studies and the University
Studies Program,
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Service to
the Profession

Continuing to serve as the chair
of the History of Judaism section
of SECS0OR, and on the SECSOR
Board as Constituency Represen-
tative to the AAR.

Also continuing to serve on the
Editorial Boards of the University
of Tennessee Press and Soundings.

Periodic guest appearances on
Department ol Religious Studies
program, “Religion and the Hu-
man Prospect,” hosted by Profes-
sor Charles Reynolds, during the
football season, Sunday mornings
at 9:30AM when there is no game,
and at 11AM on football week-
ends. The station is WNOX, AM
Talk Radio 990 and FM 99.1.

Member of Campus Cultural
Life Committee.

In 1996-7, co-organizer with
Prolessor Ralph Norman of De-
partment of Religious Studies
speakers and substantive sessions.

Member of or advisor to theses
committees in German, Educa-
tion, Psychology, and College
Scholar,

UPCOMING!

On Qctober 27, at 7:30PM, in Hodlges
Library Auditorium, Professor Steven
Wasserstrom, Moe and Izetta Tonkon
Associate Professor of Judaic Studies
and The Humanities, Reed College,
Portland, OR, will speak on “From Jew-
ish Apocatypse to the Thousand and
One Nights. The Tale of Buluqiyya Be-
tween Muglim and Jew.” The lecture will
be cosponsored by Religious Studies,
the Department of History, and the
Knoxville Jewish Federation.

October 31-November 15, Clarence
Brown Theatre, “Mein Kampl,” by
George Tabori (see Peter Hoyngs de-
scription),

Israel Jubilee Celebration

MARK YOUR CALENDARI

Late last year, Dr. Lynn Champion and
E met with Mrs. Sue Clancy, Director of
the Ofice of Special Events for the City
of Knoxville to brainstorm on the idea
of Israel’s Jubilee which starts with Rosh
Hashanah 5758 (October 1, 1997).
Subsequently, Mayor Ashe and Chan-
cellor Snyder invited interested parties
for a breakfast meeting on February 26,
1997, with Vice Chancellor Philip
Scheurer representing the Chancellor.

With the exception of the Knoxville
Museum of Art, we had few concrete
ideas at the time, although my trip to
Israel with Governor Sundquist in Janu-
ary, 1997, allowed me to make certain
observations, such as that the State of
Tennessee would officially celebrate
Israel’s Jubilee, In [act, on September 26,
1997, 1 participated in a panel discus-
sion of the 1997 Governor’s Conference
on the Arts, organized by the Tennes-
see Arts Commission in Nashville, re-
porting an the activities that we are
planning in the city and the commu-
nity, The second observation 1 could
offer was that the celebration might be
cultural, modeled on previous ethnic

festivals at UT, such as last year’s highly

successful Africa Week. We are hoping
that the upcoming, rather elaborate “Is-
rael Week” in honor of Israels fiftieth
birthday will be the first recurring an-
nual event spotlighting Israel’s
multiethnic culture,

On May 14, Israeli Consul General
Arye Mekel visited Knoxville, holding
several meetings to discuss the plans for
the celebration.

Over the summer, a number of pro-
gramming possibilities presented them-
selves which we have pursued actively.

The planning committee for the city-
wide celebration met on September 4
to discuss a proposed program {or the
Spring of 1998, We would like to thank
Rabbi Howard Simen for hosting that
meeting at Temple Beth EL

At thistime, we are able to share with
you some of the highlights lor {sraels
Jubilee:

March 3: Clarence Brown Theatre.
Dance Program produced by Zeeva
Cohn, Professor of Dance at Princeton
University.

March 5-6: Tennessee Children’
Dance Ensemble. Performance will in-
clude choreography by Israeli choreog-
rapher Ohad Naharin.

April 2, 4 and 5: Knoxville Museum
of Art. Poetry readings by Marilyn Kallet
and Rabbi Howard Simon, multimedia
production by Norman Magden.

April 5: Downtown Outdoor Israeli
Festival in conjunction with Dogwood
Arts Festival.

April 5, 6 and 7: Hodges Library Au-
ditorium. Israeli Film Festival. '

April 8: McClung Museum. Lecture
on the Bible by Professor Lee
Humphreys, Department of Religious
Studies, UTK.

April 9-May 2: Clarence Brown The-
atre, UT Theatre Department produc-
tion of “Fiddler on the Rool.”

April 26-August 2: Knoxville Mu-
seum of Art. Holocaust exhibition,
“Witness and Legacy.”

May 3: AJCC Israellest. Celebration
with games, [ood, crafts, music, and
much more. Come and enjoy!

Other cultural events are still in the
planning stage.

When all details have been con-
firmed, we will print and distribute pro-
grams and posters listing ali Knoxville
events.




Thank You,
Miral

We have become accustomed to Mira’s
generosity with her time and contribu-
tions to the Fern and Manfred Steinfeld
Program in Judaic Studies, Mira doesn't
know how to say 'no.’

When Mira found out that her book,
Echoes from the Holocaust, had been ac-
cepted for publication by the University
of Tennessee Press, she informed me that
any proceeds would go to the Judaic
Studies Endowment. Since the time of
publication, 2,500 paperback and 500
hardback copies have sold out, and the
book has just gone through its second
printing.

We are very grateful to Mira, and very
happy for her. Miras memoirs were #1
on the best seller list ar Davis Kidd for
weeks, and have been Davis Kidds all-
time #2 best seller. Mazal tov, Mira, and
many, many thanks.

This past year, Mira spoke twice Lo my
classes, on November 4, 199610 RS 381,
and to RS 386 on April 10, 1997. Stu-
dents from Detoxification Rehabilitation
Institute joined us for the second talk.
Students always write movingly about
Miras visit and we'd like to share some
of their comments with you.

“Mira Kimmelman’s visit was truly a
moving story. When she told of her av-
erage day ina camp I could not believe
she was still standing Lo share her memo-
ries. | found it so amazing that she had
some good memories during such a hor-
rific ordeal....I see people like Mira...as
heroes, but there were millions of he-
voes who did not make it to tell their
stories. Through Mira telling her memo-
ries she carries with her a piece of all
those left behind. I cannot explain what
this class has taught me. 1 have learned
not only aboul the Holocaust but also
about mysell. I see now how important
it is to stand up for the things 1 believe
in....When 1talk to my family and friends
linlorm them of all  have learned about
the Holocaust. The sad part is many
never knew what 1 tell them, or grasp
when | tell them stories, and some don't
even know what the Holocaust is....

Thank you [or this experience.”

“I have seen many {ilm clips and reen-
actments and have read books about the
Holocaust....Seeing a victim of the Ho-
locaust face-to-face and hearing her story
had a very powerful impact on me. It
was especially interesting how she re-
layed her story by saying we would be
responsible for carrying her message to
the next generation, I never thought
about it from that perspective, but there
will be another generation who won't be
able to hear about the Holocaust from
its survivors....Hearing Mira’s experience
allows you to understand from someone
who actually felt the horror we watch
and read about. T realize how fortunate I
am to have [ood, soap, warmth and edu-
cation. Mira had very little of the first
three and education was done in secret
with the fear of death if caught.”

“In my life, not many people have
made an impression on me. However,
one has and she stands out among all of
the others. Mira Kinumelman is the great-
est, most courageous and strong woman
that I have ever had the good fortune of
meeting and every time [ hear her speak
tears come to my eyes as she shates her
losses with all of us around hex....Every
time 1 hear Mira Kimmelman speak 1
wonder how she ever survived and how
she goes on without hating people day
in and day out. I can't imagine how she
is not filled with hate. Yet she says, ‘We
cannot allow hatred and intolerance to
take over our lives. We ave on this planet
eaith only once and we have to share it.
We don't have Lo like everybody we just
have to 1olerate them,”

“T was very interested in her idea of
restitution and of justice. I have an enor-
mous amount of respect for Jewish
people because they don't seek revenge
regardless of the centuries of attack they
have survived....I know this may sound
silly, but [ just wanted to hug her, 1
wanted to let her know everyone is not
like that. I wanted to let her know that
some people believe in peace and un-
derstanding. 1 wanted to thank her for
hurting herself again and again by tell-
ing the story. It is very painful for her
but she knows she must continue aslong
as she can. As painlul as talking about

MIRA AND HER BOOK OF MEMOIRS

the Holocaust is, we must tatk aboud it
or be doomed to repeat it,”

“As Mrs, Kimmelman was speaking, 1
could not help but reflect upon the fact
that this very woman was at one point
in time the victim of a concentration
camp....Mrs. Kimmelman captivated
me...I fought to keep back the tears. Her
eloquent and charismatic mannerisms
even while discussing the death of her
tamily made me realize what an aston-
ishing woman she is, The fact Lthat she
did keep her faith throughout the tur-
moil is an unintelligible phenomenon to
me. But I do believe that that was all she
had left during her desolation.”

“Courage is like love; it must have hope
for nourishment.” (Napoleon).... Look-
ing back at her sweet baby pictures and
knowing that she was the same age as
me when she was in the concentration
camps makes me wonder how anyone
survived the concentration camps, but
she did. It makes me sad to think that
soon there will be no living Holocaust
survivors for old age is creeping up, Mira
believes she is meant to spread the
truth...but what happens when there is
no one left as eyewitnesses?”

“Mira Kimmelman is a very brave, in-
spiring woman. For someone who has
been through the Holocaust, watching
her [amily die, not knowing if she was
going to live [rom day to day, Mira has a
great attitucle, I noticed she smiled a lot
while talking to our class....When asked
how she was able to keep her head up



during the Holocaust, Mira simply said,
“we have a natural wish to live.” I dont
think I would be able to stay so positive
throughout such harsh treatment, 1
couldn't believe she told us that she has
some happy memories.... Mira is con-
sidered a hero to me because she is shar-
ing her experiences to the public and
letting them know that the Holocaust
DID happen.”

“Mira’s presentation really touched
me....as | watched and listened to her
relating her horrors of losing [amily,
moving {rom camp to camp, working
continually, being bitten by rats, and
marching eternatly, | was moved by
something else. [ was touched by her
composure and the way she spoke of her
experiences. She seemed to have to speak
very matter-of-factly in orcer to remove
hersell somewhat {rom the emotions and
memories that must lood her each time
she speaks of them....Miras story was
amazing. | think she is amazing for her
ability 1o even share it. 1 am gratelul that
some people have shared their experi-
ences so that the world will remember.
Her thoughts at the end of her presenta-
tion especially touched me....she shoul-
dered us with the responsibility of re-
membering and sharing what we have
learned so that when they are gone [rom
this earth, they will not be forgotten.”

“Mira is an amazing woman. To be in
her presence was truly an honor, I only
wish that we had more time with her. |
was fascinated with the conviction that
she tells her story. T don’t know that had
I lived to tell about the Holocaust that 1
would want to. 1 {elt a great pain when
she was talking aboutl how long it took
her to talk about her ordeal in Germany.
When she said that one reason why she
kept quiet so long was because no one
wanted to know her story, [ was sad-
dened. T wonder how could people not
want to know what happened?....It was
a great pleasure to be in the presence of
Mira, I am very thankful chat I was able
to experience her and witness her pas-
sion for life!”

Through the generosity of the
Robinson Fund, we provided 55 copies
of Miras book to Mr. Al Bell for distribu-
tion to all of the Knox County teachers
who currently teach the Holocaust.

Visit to U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington, D.C.

On March 4, 1997, 35 individuals interestec! in or studying the Holocaust
boarded a bus to travel to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,
D.C. This was our second study trip to the Museum. The [irst one took place in
1995. This campus-wicle cultural experience enriched the textbook learning of
those students enrolled in RS 386 and others in our campus community who
would otherwise not be able to visit the Museum.

Upon our return, several students commented on the experience. Different
aspects of the Museum affected different students. Libby Boyce wrote, “Our trip
to Washington, D.C., was an unforgettable experience for me... The United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum was unlike anything I've ever seen. 1 have read
plenty about the Holocaust and have even visited the house where Anne Frank
hid in Amsterdam. That does not show the big picture like the museum does,
though. It is hard to imagine the magnitude of the Holocaust, but alter seeing all
of the shoes, utensils, seeing where they were kept and how they were trans-
ported, it really hits home. You become fully aware of the fact that these were
real people, not fictional characters out of some novel. [ would recommend the
museum to anyone planning to be in Washington, D.C. and have every inten-
tion of going again, mysell. It is impossible te absorb it all in one trip.”

Stefanie Martin concurred and commented, “The trip to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum was an integral part of my gaining a full and deep
undlerstanding of the sheer magnitucle of the Holocaust. The photos and draw-
ings in the various texts were a good start towards understanding Lthe events, but
it was not until I was actually surrounded by massive piles of olcl, battered shoes
that I was able o fully appreciate the ‘real’ nature of the suffering of so many
people belore, during, and alter the Nazi reign of terror, Perhaps the most useful
part of the Museum experience was the video on the development of anti-Juda-
ism and anti-Semitism. Through the presentation, elements of my Holocaust,
Politics and Opera, and Modern Political Thought classes came together to gen-
erale an incredible integrative learning experience that 1 have come to appreci-
ate more and move as my educational career progresses.”

Tamika Smiley wrote, I was very excited about going to the National Holo-
caust Musewm. 1 saw the trip as a visual source to accompany the lessons we
learned in class. The designers of the museumn did a very good job in making the
visitor feel as il they, on a small scale, were witnesses to the events of the Holo-
caust. Since 1 had already learned a lot of the information exhibited 1 was nol as
pained inside as I would be il T had seen the images for the first time. That was
until a lacly next to me began 1o cry in ernest, Afier that it was as if I was seeing
everything through her eyes, and it began to hurt all over again.”

Stephanie Miller commented, “On April 4 and 5 was the weekend that opened
my eyes and changed my life. This was the weekend when 1 went with my
Religious Studies class to Washington, D.C., to attend the Holocaust Museumn. [
had heard many things about the Museum and the one most talked about were
the hall of shoes. It seemed so real to think actual people wore and suffered in
those shoes, This was when it began to get hard [or me. The entire Museum was
difficult for me to witness because it seemed to hit too close to home.

The most memorable part ol the Museum which 1 still think about were the
last two rooms. At the end of the exhibit they had actual survivors speaking of
their time in the camps and liberation. The pictures in the Museum seemed real

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10






