
11/22/10  CENSUS OF RIOTS  -- First Century (1580-1650)  in The Politics of Provisions   1 

16-17C  FOOD RIOTS   DEFINITION:  (9/3/04) In  all my counting of riots, I count as one riot/incident = (“dramatic unity”) 

– one crowd’s acts  in  contiguous areas within one week.   See The Politics of Provisions (Ashgate, 2010) , p. 16.  

Fuller  Source titles (and Abbreviations)  are given in a note at the bottom of this table, which may then be completed 

by reference to the Bibliography, posted elsewhere on my Riots  website. 

NOTE:  THESE EARLY RIOTS (PRE-1580) ARE IGNORED IN MY RIOT COUNTS 

 
DATE   PLACE CROWD MOTIVES / ACTION  

 
FO  DID WHAT TRIALS 

ARR/CONV/PU
N/CT? 

RELIEF 

1347-late May-
early Jun 

Bristol, So  Elects capt, armed, unload ships 
to pvt shipts to Gascony,; issued 
own procs to override royal 
licenses; in one case sold grain 
ashore at their own price1 

    

1347 16 Jun King's Lynn, 
No 

 Boarded two ships licensed for 
expt (by King’s butler), unload 
grain-FS; Sz & sell other grain 
being brot to Lynn; sentence 
owners to pillory; arr3est myr, 
othr inhabts, issue procs.2 

    

1347 Thetford etal 
No 

 Sim, inspired by Lynn     

1347 Kent ports       
1347 late Jun Boston, Li Cordwainer=Cp

t 
Rang bell to assmbl;  Elect capt; 
board ships, sze cargo; take corn 
and Or merch from townspeople; 
make proc3 

    

1375 Yarmouth, No4       

                                                             
1 Sharp, Pop Protest 280 286; Sharp, “Medieval Moral Economy,” in Randall & Charlesworth, Moral Economy and Popular Protest, p 35. 
2 Sharp, “Medieval moral economy,” 35-36. as also for Thetford & Kent 
3 Sharp, “Medieval moral economy,” 36  
4 Sharp, “Medieval moral economy,” 48:  riots of 1375-1438 



11/22/10  CENSUS OF RIOTS  -- First Century (1580-1650)  in The Politics of Provisions   2 

1410-11 Var. locs, Nor       
1410-11 Var locs, Suff       
1438 Ipswich, Su       
1438 Southwold,Suff       
Late14c-
early15c 

Riv. Severn, 
Town & county 
of Glouc 4cites 

 Stop & sze grain cargoes on river     

Early 15c Forest of 
Dean,Gl  4cites 

 Plunder grain boats on river5     

c 1529 These 
omitted from 
freq. counts = 
1580-1650 

Yarmouth, No  Block Expt6   sevl exctd  

1532 
 

Norwich, No a woman FS in mkt-place on corn they had 
brot into mkt - gave money to 
offcl-refused; retd it to owner - 
feared theft7 

    

1536 new Taunton, So8  unspec     
1540s Kent  Food motif among gen peas 

unrest9 -- see Kett & Mousehole 
    

                                                             
5 Severn, Glouc & FD = Sharp, “Medieval moral economy,”  48. 
6 Walter, ‘Grain Riots … Maldon, in Ungovernable People [UP}, p. 83 
7 Walter - Maldon UP 83 – wall says 1533 
8 Wall Power & Protest 64 
9 Clark English Provincial Society … Kent 
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FIRST CENTURY (1580-1650)  IN THE POLITICS OF PROVISIONS BEGINS HERE 
Riots are classified and counted by the crowds’ primary action as follows:  Categories:  T = Food Transport 

Interception;    M = Marketplace “Regulation”;  R = Raid/attack Mill or Grain Storage;  C= March into Country to pressure 
Farmers;  O/U  Other or Unspecified.  Abbreviations in the table are generally formed by dropping vowels. 

 
Date Place Rioters & 

Riot 
Category 

Their Actions Forces of 
Order 

Their Actions  Court 
Sentences 

Relief 
Measures 

 
1585-6 (6) 

 
Shrewsbury, Sh 

 
O 

 
Food riot10  

    

1585-6  
Apr 23 
NOTE (6) 
means 6riots in 
that harvest 
YEAR = 29 
Sept – 29 Sept 
 

Framilode, Gl.   
on Severn, 10 
mi  sw of Gl11  

5-600, prob 
clothworkers 

--prob 
unemployed12 

 
T 

Attck bark, Sze malt moving 
down R. from Gl to Wales;// 
 
Took the cargo of a ship held up 
by the tide on its way down the 
Severn to Wales13 

Justices, sheriff  "read the riot act"??14 ; 
2 arrested - they refuse 
to appr before one JP 
T.T.; insist on another - 
next AM -- crowd 
intims - waits to 
rescue15  

15 Severn 
rioters  - Gl QS 
fines16  

 

1586, c Apr 30; 
1st wk of May 

Framilode, Gl,  
then Severn 
Valley, both 
sides 

lge grp 
 

T 
 

Agt malt expts fr Gl; Sze malt fr  
Gl to Bristol, after which crowds of 
100 line Severn below Gl. to pvt 
transp.17  
 
 

 Nothing done to disperse 
them 

 City - tough agt 
malsters18  

                                                             
10   Clark 1590s, 54 ( Shrops RO) 
11  Jn Walter, in Charlesworth, Atlas (Hereafter CA or Chas)  p 74; Sharp, Contempt 15; Clark, Ramoth-Gilead, 175; Willcox-Gloucs, 135 n1 ( SP 

12/188/18, 47, HMC twelfth Report IX 459 
12  wall 156 
13  Wall Power & Protest  156 
14  Sharp, Contempt 32 -- riot act wasn’t passed till 1714 
15  Sharp, Contempt 33-- 2 arrested refuse to appr before T.T. -- say will appr  before Hen Poole ; he’s not home; officers fear crowd, release psrs to 

appear next am -- they do, but crowd lies in wait in woods to rescue them.   Also Willcox 135 n1 - "They had been driven to feed their children with cats dogs, 
and the roots of nettles."  grass 

16  Sharp, Contempt 46 
17  Sharp, Contempt 15 -- JPs find rioters miserable bec clotheirs had ceased to give them work.      
18  Clark  ‘Pop Protest’ [PP] pp 381 
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Apr 1586 
[New 2009] 

Ipswich, Suff Alderman leads 
crowd 

T 

Tw- onto Boat of Bacon for 
troops in Low countries, FS  -- 
see hard-copy census (APC) 

    

1586, c 1 May Romsey, Ha grp led by 
Blacksmith. 

taylor, cooper 
O 

Tries to pvt farmer from sowing 
woad - refere to R proc of '85 
prohib woad nr cloth towns19  
blamed dearth on woad r/t corn 

 PC cmds impst for both 
landowner & R Ldrs-  

 PC calls for 
mkts suppld, 
work20  

1586 Cornwll, W. 
cos 

O unsubstd reports21      

1586-87 (2)  
(1586 Dec) (2) 
NEW 

KT: Aylesford, 
Yalding, 
Maidstone 

R 
R 

“disordered attempts at laying 
handes on other men’s corne 
when they could not have it at 
mkt; or only at great price22 

    

June 1587 (Sandwich Kt) 
( ) = non-riot 

textile men (conspiracy only)   5 arr – shipped 
to fight in 
Neths, 1 
flogged23 

 

                                                             
19  Sharp, Contempt 15-16; anr plot nipped in the bud nr Selborne - to destroy woad plantings. 
20  Sharp, Contempt 70 
21  Walter CA 74 
22  Hipkin, Kent grain trade,  p. 124 
23  Clark, PP, 367 
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N = New 409 
1595(5)-May 
24(Rogation-
tide) 

Wye, Kt (arable 
mkt town) 

women, 20 
T 

Szre corn from those serving 
Ashford mkt - wd red P24  

  6 ind - sents=?  

June 1595 London, & 
Swark 

300 
Apprentices 

M 

Tax pop on butter & fish25  – FS 
butter, fish – fish at myr’s rates 
(follwd by more violent  riot agt 
gunshops & City offcrs) 

   After viol 
sequel, Mags 
try to improve 
mkt regs26 

Oct 1595 - 
various times 

Warminster, WI 60-100 
clothworkers 

T, T, T 

Sz grain from badgers lving 
Warm27  

   PC ords JPs to 
see wages 
raisd28  

Oct? 1595 Basingstoke, 
Ha 

T sim to Warmnstr29      

31 Jan 1596  
 
NOTE (3) 
means 3 riots 
in that YEAR 
 

St Dunstan's p, 
nr Westgate, 
Canterbury 
KT30  

sevl men, 
15-20 - artisans, 
some ag lrers, 
"poor men" 

halt 2 grain carts lving town 
(expt to Lo in bckgrnd;  men thot 
might stay the corn “in her 
Majesty’s behalf” b/n touch it 

Hi Const -  
 
 
Dean of Cant 

threatens to call trained 
bands -- no effect 
--orders wagons to 
return to city 

Apr 96, PC 
orders hvy 
fines to terrify 
others31  
QS - light 
pens; 1 brewer 
= 40s. 

? 

Jan 1596 [Hernhill, Kt32  
- nr forest of 
Blean ) 

25?  2 farmers 
& lrers 

T 

[conspircy to redPs, stop dealers - 
pull farmers out of houses - be 
even with corn keepers ) 

  QS - light; 
BO33   

 

                                                             
24  Clark, PP, 368; Sharp, Contempt 19 
25  Walter CA 74 
26  Wall P &P 159 
27Walter CA 74 ( W = region's largest grain mkt); Sharp, Contempt 18; For the long history of food rioting in the 
Warminster region in the 1590s, 1610s, and 1620s, see APC,1595–96, pp. 43–4 (PC to JPs of Wilts., 1 Nov. 1595); 
APC,1613–14, pp. 457–8 (PC to JPs of Wilts., 7 June 1614), 652–3 (PC to JPs of Wilts., 6 Dec. 1614);TNA, PRO, 
SP14/129/79 (JPs of Wilts. to PC, 30 April 1622). (From Hindle , 2008) p. 91 n 156. 
28  Sharp, Contempt 70 -- so workmen not feel unjust- no inconveniences anew 
29  Walter CA 74 
30  Clark, "Popular Protest[PP]  in Kt," EcHR 1976, 372; Walter, UP 83: consulted attorney's clerk about legality to stay grain:  Ok  [if] "soe they 

tooke noe weapon in hande nor did take any of it awaye";  Wall P & P  “in her majesty’s behalf”  157 
31  APC  1595-6, Apr. 7, 1596, Letter  to Bishop of Dover and others, p. 334. 
32  Clark, PP,, 382., 375-6;  and Hipkin(2000), Penny Rent, p 8. 
33  Sharp, Contempt 47 
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early 1596 Oxford, OX Christ Ch 
students 

O 

riot over size of bread ration34      

1596 
 

Somerset 60 poor 
(Cheyney: 
“vagrants’) 

 
T 

Sze cart of cheese twd mkt/fair; 
sd to be animated by hatred of all 
gentlemn, bec they belvd “that 
the rich men had gotten all into 
their hands , and will starve the 
poor.”35  

  QS – some 
fined and 
impsd36 
N 

 

Mar, Apr 
1597(5) 

Navestock, Esx Lrers' wives 
T 

Sz grain dest for Lon mkt37      

1597 Kt-Susx border O, O, O riots agt  corn Ps38      
1597, Apr#@ 
 
[1597-Apr] 

Norfolk- (3-N) 
Heacham?39  
[Norfolk] 

T, T, T 
 
 

[conspiracy] 

sevl riots to pvt shipping grain40 -
attacked pack trains carrying corn 
to harbors41 

 
 
 
[conspiracy/ru
mor ] 

 
(go to JP to get corn 
chepe, otherwise ryse, 
knock down the best 
first).42 

  

1597 #@ King's Lynn, 
No 

crowd 
T 

board , unload ship of corn for 
Lincs43  

  PC orders 
impst-try 
before Assizes 
- imply hvy 
pen44  

 

1598 West C T attax on those coll grain for 
Bristol45  

    

1598 Bishop's O corn riot - [agt corndealrs     
                                                             

34  Appleby, Famine TSE 142 
35  Sharp, Contempt 18; 36 
36  Cheyney vol 2, p 26 
37  Walter CA 74 
38  Walter CA 74; Clark PP 368 
39  Clark, PP, 379;  Cheyney, vol 2, p 25: April 1597, 3 places in Norfolk 
40  Walter 74; Appleby, Famine TSE 142 
41  Cheyney vol 2 p 25. 
42  Sharp – Contempt, p 37; and Leonard,  EarlyHEPR-p 126 
43  Sharp, Contempt 20; Cheyney, vol 2, p 25. 
44  Sharp, Contempt 47 
45  Walter, CA, 74 
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Stortford, Herts greed]46  
1600 Hertford,Herts M riots in Hertford mkt47     
2 Feb 1605(4)  
 

Shepton Mallet, 
Som 

 
T 

Agt Lo merchts deps purch grain 
for army in Ireland48  

    

1605 
       2 Feb 
 
 
       20 Feb 
 
 
        21-22 Feb 
 
 
        --- 

Medway ports: 
Aylesford Kt 
 
 
Chatham-
Gillingham 
 
Aylesford Kt 
Do. 
 
Newhithe, nr A. 

 
9 W , sevl M, 

poor 
T 

100, led by W 
T 
 

lge crowd, 
10 men – 

T 
 butcher, lrers 

12 W 
T 

 
Asslt farmer, lrers49  
[ALL= hope stop corn Expt; local 
scarcity frm Xpt, not hvst 
failure50 ]       attck local men 
 
 
attck sailor on Hoy 
 
 
Attck engrosser Raynes, Sze wht 
Asslt farmers svt 

  Spec Sessns:   

1608 ( 1-2) [? Wisbech  Agt Expt?51  Not enuf evidence     
1608 Southampton, 

Ha 
women, town 

crier 
T 

forc unload grain ship for Lo- 
which mags had ordered stayed52  

    

15-29 May 
1614 -  

(Soms, poss 
Ntns?53  ) 

 (not enough evidence)     

May 1614, 
  
(Could be up to 
6 events) 

Seend, WI, 
Standerwick 

clothworkers 
30-40 wvrs, w,c 

 
T 
 

Had complained to King of 
Mmen; asslt carriers, take grain, 
dep w/ offcls - Myr, Cs; 1/2 for 
King;  Sz horseloads of corn 
lving Warmstr54  

  Wilts QS Sr 
'14:  10 of S & 
W G -- find 20-
40s, pillory55  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
46  Clark Crisis of 1590s 54(Herts RO) 
47  Lawson, Property Crime and Hard Times, 109 
48  Walter , CA, 74 
49  Clark Clark, PP,  368 ( all Kt Feb 1605 series) 
50  Sharp, Contempt 22 
51  Walter , CA, 74 
52  Walter , CA, 74; Sharp, Contempt 22 
53  Walter , CA, 74 -- complaints, stiirrings Sharp, Contempt 22 
54  Sharp, Contempt 23 
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1614 Westbury, WI clothworkers 
T 

Sz horseloads of corn lving the 
area56  

    

1618 new Warminstr, 
Wilts 

poor craftsmen 
- 20-60 

T 

Sz horseloads of corn lving the 
area57  

    

June 1618] (Leicester58)  (not enough evidence)     
 [Dover, Kt] lrers [complain agt cornbuyers -- wd 

cut their throats r/t starve.59  
    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
55  Sharp, Popular protest in 17C England, in Reay, 271. 
56  Sharp, Contempt 23 
57  Walter, CA, 76;  Sharp Contempt 23 
58  Wall, Power & Protest 64 
59  Clark, PP, 369 
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1622(textile 
dep)(6) 
NOTE (3) 
means a total 
of 3 riots in 
that YEAR 
 

Wilts 
Westbury60 

Clothworkers, 
T, T 

 woman, 
Margaret 

Baylie 
T 

attack carriers taking grain from 
mkts61  – halt corn on the road;  
 
MB beat the constable who tried 
to stop her 

  
”rebellious riot” Sentced 

on next mkt days at 
&Warmstr,then back to  

 
 
MB62, for her  
to sit in stox   
Devizs, Salsbry 
gaol &Assizes 

Assize Js call 
for emplt; so 
does PC 
Feb/2263  

1622, May E Soms crowds up to 
500 
T, T 

Szd corn bound for mkt64      

July 1622 Portbury, Som lbrers 
T 

Sz load of wht65   arrests QS - 5 
indicted66  

 

1622  Dec  Esx-Suffk 
border 

unempld Sprs, 
Wvrs 
O, O 

sim (all Walter)67   MB-   PC recs 
leniency, tries  
to find 
remedy68  

Apr 1622 Dover, Kt women 
 

T 

attack corn mercht expting69     Town 
reorganizes the 
grain stock for 
the poor 70  

                                                             
60  Wall 157 – M Baylie episode – beat the constable 
61  Walter, CA, 76 
62  Wall 157 
63  Sharp, Contempt 70-71 
64  Sharp, Contempt 24 
65  Sharp, Contempt 24 
66   Sharp, Contempt 47 
67  Sharp, Contempt 25 -- like 1622 -- caused by unemplt not food Ps. ,  Walter, CA, 76.  
68  See Sharp, Contempt 72 
69  Clark, PP, 369 
70  Clark, PP, 381 
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1629-30(10)  
Jan '29  (Sharp: 
cloth dep)   

Wanstead, SE 
Essex - sevl 
times 

60 M & W, 
armed with 

pitchforks and 
pikestaves 

T,T,T 

attack those moving grain down 
to the Thames for expt; sze 
grain71  

JPs inform govt; who says, 
pun them - but we have 
already prohibtd Xpt72  

  

1629 (Mar) Maldon, Essx women, 140, 
from Maldon, 

Heybridge, and 
Witham, led by 
Ann Carter, w 

of butcher 
T 

stop shipts of grain/ provoked by 
Flemish merchts clearing mkt of 
grain - justify actions by poverty 
and want of corne, the crie of the 
country[nbrhd] and their own 
want;  They board ships, fill 
caprs, aprons with grain73  

    

late Apr 1629 Colchester Ex weavers & 
wives 

T 

sparked by mvt of grain thru C. 
74  

    

May 22 1629 Maldon II, Esx 2-300 weavers, 
from Bocking, 

Braintree 
Witham  

 
T 

stop shipts of grain; took 15 Qrs 
of grain ; break into Hse-Sz grain; 
force mercht to pay £20 fine75 ; 
insolent to auths 

sheriff & JP, 
posse; 
b- PC 

arrest some leaders76  
 
b - calls out guard; appts 
Soec Cmsn 

Spec Cmsn: 
tries 8, 7m, 
1w(Capt ANn 
Carter); 5G fel; 
2G-mercy; 1 
NG; 
3M, 1W 
hanged77  

(Apr 1629 - 
Bocking etc 
petn to JPs met 
w/ relf efforts 
from JPs and 
PC - tho words 
alone not 
enuf)78  

Apr 1629 Langport So lge no poor 
T 

attck shipts to Xpt Bridgwater79      

                                                             
71  Walter, CA, 76;  Walter & Wrightson 36; Walter UP(Ungov People) 50; Sharp, Contempt 26 
72  Walter UP  50 
73  Walter, CA, 76; Walter & Wrightson 36; W-UP: 54: women say they go to ships bec corn is deare and being carried awaye and they are poore 
74  Walter, CA [W CA] 76;  Walter[W] UP 73 
75  Walter, CA, 76 
76  W-UP 71; Bocking and Braintree are 10 mi away , two of leading cloth centers, very depressed, history of unrest;  and April petn to mags at QS (led 

by men of B&B) had taken place at CHelmsford near Maldon, tho inland of it.  So Maldon is where weavers can get to port.   
77  Walter UP 77 
78   Sharp, Contempt 72-73; and earlier -- words dont cloth the back nor fill the belly; and govt tells JPs to TELL the clothworkers help was on the 

way; but local s refuse to pay relf for unempld  74 
79  Walter, CA, 76; Sharp, Contempt 27  
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May 1629 Gregorystoke 
So 

weavers et al 
T 

attck shipts to Xpt Bridgwater80  - 
retd grain to origin, told JP illegal 
re proclm; get Jps advice 

  QS 
indictmnts81  

 

Spr 1629 So M & W  
O 

taking of grain82    QS 12 ind - 
most fined 
3/483  

 

Feb 1630 So T agt transport84      
Oct. 1630 
NEW 3/2010   
On Map 2 but 
not in Tables 

Dorchester, Do W 
 

M 

M Slit sack of corn in mkt85     

1630 ( 5) Nov, 
sevl times 

Newbury, 
Berks 

‘a great 
company of 
poor people’ 

and ‘poor 
ragged women 
whereof many 
of them were 
very aged’86  

T 

attck grain carts for Reading; 
grain expot ( econ deprssd)87  

 arrests 12 appreh, 
most ragged 
old women - 
JPs  commit 7 
to HC, rest 
whipped88  

mags sell grain 
in small Qs to 
poor at redP89  

1630 ( ) 15 Nov Midford Hill, nr 
Bath, So 

100; arrestees 
from cloth-dists 

So-Wi 90  

Sz corn from mercht (horseloads) 
attck badgers- corn to Bristol 
/stop expot ( econ deprssd)91  

 arrests   

                                                             
80  Walter, CA, 76; Sharp, Contempt 27-8; Sharp Pop protest  282 
81  Sharp, Contempt 47 
82  Walter, CA, 76 
83  Sharp, Contempt 47 
84  Sharp, Contempt 28 
85  Underdown, Fire From Heaven, p 87 – Added too late to be included in Frequency Tables; on Map 2 however. 
86  Slack Poverty & Policy in Tudor and Stuart England, p 101. 
87  Walter, CA, 76, 79; Sharp, Contempt 29:  Newbury workers "want work and thereby want money to buy corne" -- Reading also a depressed cloth 

center 
88  Sharp, Contempt 47 
89  Sharp, Contempt 63 
90  Sharp, Contempt 28-9 
91  Walter, CA, 76 



11/22/10  CENSUS OF RIOTS  -- First Century (1580-1650)  in The Politics of Provisions   12 

1630 ( ) Nov Wilts T grain expot ( econ deprssd)92      
1630 ( ) Nov nr Faversham, 

Kent 
the poor, the 
inferior sort 

T 

attcking corn carriers on hwy; agt 
grain expot ( econ deprssd)93  

   Sheriff of Kt 
calls for relf94 

1631, Jan 7 Basingstoke, 
Ha 

20 poor 
“sturdy & 

mutinpus men 
T  

Sze Barley from cart lving 
town95  – 5 mi outside; 4 qrs 
(see sept file – Basingstoke 1631) 
 
 

    

1631, Mar;  
 
and Apr 1  
(2 riots) 

Reading, Be poor 
L by shoemaker 

R, R 

RGM; Att to sze corn from the 
mktplace 
RGM-sim 

constables watching - apprehended 
them96  

 Reading 
burgesses sub 
for grain for 
poor Red P; 
pvt charity97  

1631(15), Apr  
 

Cranbrook, 
Woodchurch, 
Kt 

20-30 m,w 
 

T 

attck Sr Walter Roberts at C after 
he bot corn at W; sze 5 Qrs corn - 
"1/2 for King, 1/2 for them98  -  
stop Expt 

    

1631 Apr Faversham KT T W:  sim object - stop Xpt99      
1631, Apr Milton and 

Sittingbourne, 
Kt 

50-60 W 
T 

Denounce corn-dealers' coarse 
brd-meal; W:  sim object - stop 
Xpt100  

    

1631 Apr Herne Kt lge assy 
T 

Stop Xpt: sze 15 Qrs oats from 
dealer lic to buy for PC stables 
101  

    

                                                             
92  Walter, CA, 76 
93  Walter, CA, 76; Clark, PP, 370; Sharp, Contempt 29 hipkin 118 
94  fears of gen disorder as poor attacking grain carriers; encloses a rhyme that threatens a rising, but says higher authority must act to help the poor 

for fear that “many will starve this year”:  “you that are set in place /  See that your profession you do not disgrace.” (Clark, PP, 369-70) 
95  Sharp, Contempt 29;  Basingstoke a center of the depressed kersey industry;  WALTER, CA, 76; Acts of the Privy Council, Chas I 189 
96  Sharp, Contempt 29; WALTER, CA, 76 
97  Sharp, Contempt 64 - citing Reading Records, vol3,  Jan 18 1631 (may precede riot - see Newbury); Jps lr of Apr 30 1631 
98  Clark, PP, 370; Walter CA 76; Sharp, Contempt 29; Hipkin, Kent, 119. 
99  Clark, PP, 370; Walter, CA, 76; Hipkin, Kent, 118. 
100  Clark, PP, 370; Walter, CA, 76; Hipkin, Kent, 118. 
101  Clark, PP, 370; Walter, CA, 76; Sharp, Contempt, 29; Hipkin, Kent, 118. 
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1631 Apr Canterbury KT T W:  sim object - stop Xpt102      
1631 Apr Whitstable KT T W:  sim object - stop Xpt103      
1631 Shoreham, 

Sx104  
T      

1631 
 
 
 
 

Herts105  T [unspec date: ‘a riot against a 
grain dealer in Hitchin was 
planned by a widow who was 
unable to get wheat from 
overseers of the poor because 
there was none in the market.’106 
 

    

Oct. 1631 
NEW 3/2010   
On Map 2  

Dorchester, Do W 
 

T 

T Intercepted brewery cart, 
thinking it was wheat; hostile to 
export, and to selfishness of the 
town’s governors107 

    

1631 Sherfield, & 
Heckfield, 
Ha108  

 
O 

     

        
1643(2) Harwich, Essex T pvt shipt grain109      
1643 Melksham, Wi T csd by mvt of grain to SOms110      
[Late 1640s]   [excise riots re tax on beer & malt     

                                                             
102  Clark, PP, 370; Walter, CA, 76:   Women:  Wall – says women may have acted because they looked after the feeding of their families; and because 

they might hope to avoid prosecution more easily than men, since they theoretically lacked legal identity; ; or perhaps with men dressed as women to indicate to 
show they intended no violence or injury” 158; Hipkin, Kent, 118. 

103  Clark, PP, 370; Walter, CA, 76:  Wall:  Rioters tried to emphasize desperation – call on auths to retain grain for them and fix affordable prices.  
158; Hipkin, Kent, 118. 

104  Walter, CA, 76 
105  Walter, CA, 76 
106  Slack, Poverty & Policy in T-S England  p 101. 
107  Underdown, Fire From Heaven, p 87 – Added too late to be included in Frequency Tables; shown on Map 2 however. 
108  Walter, CA, 76 
109  Walter, CA, 77 
110  Walter, CA, 77 
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– moral outrage]111 
1647(5) 
 

Wilts-Soms 
cloth dists 

clothworkers, 
artisans 

multitude 
T, T 

attck shippers of grain  from 
WIlts mkts to Bristol., Soms112  
July Sz corn & malt from Bristol 
to Wils113  

    

(--poss Sussex?)       
(--poss N Riding)       
1648  Spr Bulkington, 

Wilts114 
divers lewde 

persns 
T 

Sz corn from shippers after mkt   26 arr; 2 Impsd  

1648(6) Wilts-Soms 
cloth dists 

clothworkers, 
artisans 

T, T 

attck shippers of grain  from 
WIlts mkts to Bristol., Soms115  

    

1649 Jan Severn Valley “clubmen’ 
R 

plundering for corn116     

1649 Wickham, 
Camb 

200 
O 

toll corn for the use of the 
poor117  

    

1650 Jan Basingstoke 
area, Hants 

T Violently Attack grain carts to 
mkt; rescue riot-psrs118  

    

1650 Autmn (HighWycombe
, Bucks) 

Probably 
duplicate of 
Wickham 

(riot about taking toll corn for the 
poor119) 

    

        
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
111  Braddick, Parliamentary Taxation, Pp. 177–92; Braddick, MJ, ‘Popular Politics And Public-Policy - The Excise Riot At Smithfield Ind February 

1647 and Its Aftermath’,  Historical Journal, 34 (1991): 597-626.  
112  Walter, CA, 77;  
113  Hindle (2008) ‘1647’, -p 91 
114  Hindle (2008) ‘1647’, -p 91 
115  Walter, CA, 77; Hindle (2008) ‘1647’, -p 91 
116  Hindle (2008) ‘1647’, -p 91 
117  Walter, CA, 77 
118  Hindle (2008) ‘1647’, -p 91 
119  Hindle (2008) ‘1647’, -p 91 
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The works I have used to construct my ‘census’ of food riots for this ‘century’ are [abbrevs]: Acts of the Privy Council [APC] 
(London, 1964); Peter Clark, ‘Popular Protest [PP] and Disturbance in Kent, 1558–1640’, Economic History Review, 29 (1976): 365–82;  
Peter Clark, , (ed.), The European Crisis of the 1590s (London, 1985); Robert Malcolmson, [UP}  ‘”A Set of Ungovernable People,” in 
Ungovernable People [UP](New Brunswick, NJ, 1980);.Steve Hindle, ‘Dearth and the English Revolution: the Harvest Crisis of 1647-
50’, Economic History Review, 61(2008): 64-98; Stephen Hipkin, ‘The Structure, Development, and Politics of the Kent Grain Trade, 
1552–1647’, Economic History Review, 61 (2008): 99-139;  Buchanan Sharp, Contempt of All Authority (Berkeley, 1908);  Buchanan Sharp, 
‘Popular Protest [PP] in Seventeenth–Century England’, in Barry Reay (ed.), Popular culture in seventeenth century England (London, 
1985); Alison Wall, Power and Protest in England 1525–1640 (New York, 2000):. David Underdown, Revel, Riot, and Rebellion: Popular 
Politics and Culture in England, 1603–1660 (Oxford, 1985); John Walter, ‘Geography of Food Riots, 1585-1649’ in Charlesworth, [CA] 
Atlas of Rural Protest; (New York, 2000), p. 156-7; John Walter,  ‘Grain Riots and Popular Attitudes to the Law: Maldon and the Crisis 
of 1629’ in Ungovernable People [UP]; Walter and Wrightson, ‘Dearth and the Social Order’, Past & Present (1976). 

See Bibliography (posted elsewhere ) for complete citations. 
 


