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During my year as president-
elect, a friend of mine was
elected chair of his university’s
senate. His first act, he assured
me, would be to move toward
disbanding the group—a rather
dramatic gesture, I think you
might agree. Months later, he has
yet to bury the thing after the requisite obsequies,
and, instead, is working hard with his university’s
new president on issues of faculty rights and shared
governance. Despite the seeming inconsistency of his
acts, I understand his desire to make a radical gesture
toward reforming if not the structure of his
university’s senate then the level of respect and
power accorded that group.

One much-voiced perception of our Faculty
Senate reveals a comparable disquietude over this
Senate’s lack of agency and what many see as its es-
sentially reactive nature. It is true that the UTK
Faculty Senate serves mostly in an advisory capacity,
and it is also true that, in a few instances, its advice
has not always been sufficiently deliberated or
timely, while, in some other cases, its well-consid-
ered counsel has been disregarded. I will also admit
that during my five years of involvement with the
Senate, some few meetings have recalled to me
Bunyan’s Slough of Despond. But, I have also expe-
rienced the Senate at its best.

In the last year, for instance, the Senate, under the
leadership of Mark Miller, was remarkable for the
efficiency and dedication with which it addressed
issues of utmost importance. The Senate was pri-
marily reactive, but it was so powerfully in its metic-
ulous review of the new tenure policy mandated by
the Board of Trustees. At the same time, its many
committees continued to address their own charges.
The Senate attempted to establish in more telling
detail the case for increased funding. It maintained
control of the curriculum through its careful
scrutiny of every proposal forwarded by the Under-

graduate and Graduate Councils. It monitored the
academic integrity of the athletic programs. It
argued for enhanced faculty and staff benefits,
greater resources for international education, critical
attention to the classroom needs of students, and I
could go on. It engaged, then, on multiple levels
with the administration as it sought to play a central
role—at times oppositional—in the shared gover-
nance of this university.

The agenda of this year’s Senate is, as always, in
part inherited from those of the Senates before it.
We will need to review both the CTEP evaluations
and the process by which administrators are evalu-
ated. We need to begin building a constructive rela-
tionship with the new president of the system. We
need to monitor the implementation of the new
post-tenure policy. We must renew our efforts to
make absolutely clear to the Tennessee legislative
bodies the need for increased funding. We must
formulate procedures for the granting of honorary
degrees. And we must review once more the struc-
ture and procedures of the Senate, fine-tuning the
framework and making use of what we have in the
present moment, thus continuing a process of revi-
talization that has been ongoing since the first by-
laws were presented for adoption in 1971.

This newsletter is an attempt to inform all faculty
about and to invite participation in this year’s Senate
business. At lunch the other day, a colleague recalled
that Dante reserved a place just inside the gates of
hell for those who choose no sides, those who earn
neither blame nor praise, for they do nothing. I most
strongly urge all faculty members to voice their con-
cerns, opinions, and suggestions to their senators
and to the Senate committee chairs. Help in this way
to make this Senate proactive rather than solely re-
active, a collective body that will speak with force
and conviction for the faculty.
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Calendar

Executive Committee

(605 Hodges, 3:30 p.m.)
August 30, 1999
October 4, 1999
November 1, 1999
January 24, 2000
February 21, 2000
March 13, 2000
April 17, 2000

Senate Meetings

(Shiloh Room, 3:30 p.m.)
September 20, 1999
October 18, 1999
November 15, 1999
February 7, 2000
March 6, 2000
April 3, 2000
May 1, 2000

Board of Trustees
October 7-8, 1999
app. June 14-15, 2000
(Board Room, Andy Holt Tower)

Senate Officers

President

Mary E. Papke 4-6934

304 McClung Tower papke@utk.edu
President-Elect

Robert W. Glenn 4-1923

105 McClung Tower —glenn@utk.edu

Immediate Past President
M. Mark Miller 4-4452
330 Comm. Building mmmiller@utk.edu

Committee Chairs

Athletics Committee

Burton English 3716 benglish@utk.edu
Budget Committee

Toby Boulet 8376 boulet@utk.edu

Marla Peterson 5131 peterson@utk.edu

Bylaws Committee

Bob Glenn 1923 glenn@utk.edu
Development and Alumni Relations

Tom Heffernan 6968 TomHeffernan@utk.edu
Educational Policy Committee

Linda Bensel-Meyers 5401 lbenselm@utk.edu
Executive Committee

Mary Papke 6934 papke@utk.edu
Faculty Affairs Committee
Bob Glenn 1923 glenn@utk.edu

Faculty and Staff Benefits Committee
Charles Thompson 5131 CThomps5@utk.edu
International Education Committee

Kathy Greenberg 4157 khgreen@utk.edu
Legislative Committee

Mike Combs 7553 mcombs@utk.edu
Library Committee

Ben Bates 4291 bjbates@utk.edu
Nominating Committee

Craig Wrisberg 1283 caw@utk.edu

Professional Development Committee

Betsy Postow 7211 bpostow@utk.edu

Secretary Research Council

G. Samuel Jordan 4-4329 Bill Blass 7846 wblass@utk.edu

313 Ayres Hall gjordan@utk.edu Student Affairs Committee
Parliamentarian Johnie Mozingo 7623 jmozingo@utk.edu

Norma C. Cook 4-7067 Teaching Council

101 McClung Tower ncook@utk.edu Bill Park 7231 wpark@utk.edu

Senators
2000 | 2001 | 2002
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES AND NATURAL RESOURCES
William Park 7231 John Mount 7279 David Buehler 7126
Robert Trigiano 7324 Ron Yoder 7130 Dennis Deyton 8822
Mark Windham 3633 Henry Kattesh 7250
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE
| Paul Denton 7208 |
ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING
Richard Kelso 3267 | Josette Rabun 3269 | L. David Fox 3389
ARTS AND SCIENCES
Humanities

James Shelton 5383 Beauvais Lyons 3202 La Vinia Jennings 6960
Peter Hoeyng 7162 Betsy Postow 7211 Joe Trahern 6959
Mike Combs 7553 Mark Hulsether 2466
George Bowen 5227 Bonnie Gould 7302
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2000 | 2001 [ 2002
ARTS AND SCIENCES
Natural Sciences
Pete Wicks 4077 Ted Labotka 4805 Mark Dadmun 6582
Otto Schwarz 2256 Ed Clark 4283
Dewey Bunting 6192 David Hacker 6229
Jesse Poore 5067 Bill Blass 7846
Social Sciences
Andrew Kramer 4408 Bruce Ralston 2418 Robert Peterson 7054
Palmira Brummett 7093 Howard Pollio 4361
Suzanne Kurth 7029
Lori Swanson 1794
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Melissa Bowers 1736 Dan Murphy 1752 Harold Roth 1756
Frank Davis 1648 Chanaka Edirisinghe 1684
COMMUNICATIONS
Ben Bates 4291 | Bob Glenn 1923 | Robert Heller 3463
EDUCATION
Kathy Greenberg 4157 Gene McCutchen 2104 Dixie Thompson 8883
Craig Wrisberg 1283 Ralph Brockett 2227
ENGINEERING
Paul Crilly 5470 Marion Hansen 5319 Eric Drumm 7715
Madhu Madhukar 7676 Masood Parang 5259 Fred Weber 6362
Art Ruggles 7563 Hampton Liggett 7655
HUMAN ECOLOGY
Carl Dyer 6296 Jean Skinner 6244
Robert Pursley 1105 Ernest Brewer 4466
Jim Bailey 6259
INFORMATION SCIENCES
Peiling Wang 3700 | Dania Bilal 3689 | Douglas Raber 9003
LAW
Melinda Davis 6552 | Tom Plank 6849 | Don Leatherman 6838
LIBRARIES
Thura Mack 6381 | Linda Sammartaro 0015 | Teresa Berry 6797
NURSING
Peggy Pierce 7630
Johnie Mozingo 7623
ROTC — Army
William Woodcock 5371 | I
SOCIAL WORK
Mary Rogge 7500 David Dupper 8109
David Patterson 7511
SPACE INSTITUTE
John Caruthers _ (931) 393-7289 | Dinesh Mehta _ (931) 393-7463 | Narendra Dahotre (931) 393-7495
VETERINARY MEDICINE
Bob Henry 5822 Edward Ramsay 5576
Bob Linnabary 5763
Dave Bemis 5576
Matt Welborn 5701
ADMINISTRATIVE MEMBERS
Lorayne Lester 4377 James Moran 5224 Karen Sowers 3176
Glennon Rowell 2201 Tom Galligan, Jr. 2521
MEMBERS ex officio
Bill Snyder Chancellor 3288
John Peters Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 3265
Phil Scheurer Senior Vice Chancellor for Business and Finance 3061
Ray Hamilton Executive Director for Budget and Finance 4204

Term Expires July 31 of year indicated
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Senate Web Site

In July the Faculty Senate Web site moved to its
new address, web.utk.edu/~senate/home.html.

The purpose of the site is to provide convenient
access to information about the Senate—its mem-
bers, officers, committees, reports, and calendar—
and about related organizations and documents.

The site now has contact information, the Bylaws
of the Senate, links to Web sites of the Board of
Trustees, the state legislature, AAUP, and other or-
ganizations, and links to documents such as the cur-
rent draft of the Five-Year Plan for the UTK campus
and the new UT policies concerning tenure and fac-
ulty evaluation. One important feature of the site is
an Archives page with links to minutes of the Senate
and the Senate’s Executive Committee for the past
decade, and to the committee reports and Senate
resolutions from the 1998—99 academic year.

As the site is developed, it will include the min-
utes, committee reports, and newsletters for the
current academic year, Senate and Executive
Committee minutes since the formation of the cur-
rent Senate in 1972-73, and a search engine which
will locate content in any of the documents residing
at the site. Once the search engine is in place, it
should be possible to discover quickly what the
Senate’s position has been in the past 30 years on
tenure and academic freedom, faculty participation
in the selection of campus and system adminis-
trators, student evaluation of teaching, the
relationship of academics and athletics, and other re-
curring issues.

105 McClung Tower
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN 37996-0405

Senate Listserv

A listserv for Senators and committee members
will be used to announce meetings and promote
conversation about Senate issues. All Senators and
committee members should join by going to
listserv.utk.edu/archives/senate.html and selecting
the third option, “Join or leave the list.” Enter your
e-mail address and name and click the “Join the list”
button.

You should receive within 24 hours a notice that
you have been subscribed, and thereafter you will re-
ceive all messages posted to the list.

Coming in November

GOVERNANCE, FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF ...

THE FACULTY, by Mark Miller
Immediate Past President, Faculty Senate

THE ADMINISTRATION, by Robert Levy
Associate Vice President, UT

THE GOVERNING BOARD, by Roger Dickson
Member, UT Board of Trustees

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color,
religion, national origin, age, disability or veteran status in provision of educational programs and
services or employment opportunities and benefits. This policy extends to both employment by
and admission to the University.

The University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex or disability in its education
programs and activities pursuant to the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 ,
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 .

Inquiries and charges of violation concerning Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, ADA or the
Age Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA) or any of the other above referenced policies
should be directed to the Office of Diversity Resources & Educational Services (DRES), 2110
Terrace Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37996-3560 , telephone (423 ) 974-2498 (TTY available). Requests
for accommodation of a disability should be directed to the ADA Coordinator at the Office of
Human Resources Management, 600 Henley Street, Knoxville, TN 37996-4125.
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